
Year 6 Spring Term Curriculum - Parent Information 

 

Subject Learning at School Learning at Home 

English 
 

 

 

In English, we will be looking at the following 

texts: 

• Classical poems,  

• Non-fiction texts and speeches, 

• A class book voted on by the children for 

our final term.  

We will be developing the following key skills: 

● Selecting appropriate grammar and 

vocabulary, understanding how such choices 

can change and enhance meaning; 

● In narratives, describing settings, characters 

and atmosphere and integrating dialogue to 

convey character and advance the action; 

● Using a wide range of devices to build 

cohesion within and across paragraphs; 

● Using the perfect form of verbs to mark 

relationships of time and cause; 

● Using expanded noun phrases to convey 

complicated information concisely. 

● Writing in the passive voice. 

● Using the full range of KS2 punctuation 

taught effectively.  
Grammar: 

● Using commas to clarify meaning or avoid 

ambiguity in writing;  

● Using hyphens to avoid ambiguity;  

Please read for 20 minutes or more every day! 

 

Reading:  

In preparation for the SATS, daily reading for speed and 

accuracy is essential. The examination lasts for 60 

minutes across three texts. Reading daily and practising 

using the comprehensions provided on the Google 

Classroom will support learning greatly.  

 

Encouraging children to tackle higher level texts will also 

be beneficial when looking towards secondary school.  

 

Writing & Grammar 

 

Year 6 writing is challenging and the children have been 

making brilliant progress so far! There is a heavy demand 

on the use of grammatical devices but also on ‘authorship’ 

and editing. Please check the PARENT ZONE on Google 

Classroom for a full rundown on expectations.  

 

Writing will become a key focus after SATS as the 

writing assessment will be completed in June! 

Moderators look for pieces that are highly engaging and 

‘mimic’ the styles of writing written by authors (making 

reading vital). This is particularly important for Greater 

Depth!  

 



● Using brackets, dashes or commas to indicate 

parenthesis;  

● Using semicolons, colons or dashes to mark 

boundaries between independent clauses ; 

● Using a colon to introduce a list. 

● Using a range of different tense forms.  

The guidance from our last newsletter is just as 

important and I will also be posting further guidance 

on our Google Classroom:  

● Write for a variety of purposes. 

● ‘Up level’ simple sentences (again please see Parent 

Zone). 

● Show not tell – The man was angry -> His face was 

a picture of uncontrollable rage; he clenched his 

fists so tightly that his knuckles turned whiter 

than a mountain’s peak. 

● Encouraging children to practice identifying basic 

word classes.  

● Working on spelling investigations on Google 

Classroom – especially homophones (e.g. 

there/their/they’re)  

Maths  

 

The final push is upon us! In our final weeks 

leading up to the week of the 9th of May, we will 

be covering the following topics: 

 

Statistics: 

• Line graphs, 

• Pie charts, 

• Interpreting data.  

Geometry:  

• Angles within triangles, 

• Creating nets, 

• Using a protractor.  

 

After SATS we will be moving towards project 

based activities and KS3 preparations as well as 

consolidating our learning from this academic year.  

The next two weeks will be vital for revision. I would 

strongly recommend working through the practise 

papers found here: 

https://myminimaths.co.uk/year-6-arithmetic-practice-

papers/  

Additionally, the children will need to be confident in all 

areas of curriculum coverage this year to support 

reasoning. Please see the Revision Book and ‘100 reasoning 

questions’ posted on the Google Classroom for the 

children to work through.   

 

The most common areas of difficulty include: 

• Long division – this is essential!  

• Fraction, decimal and percentage equivalence.  

• Finding percentages of values or missing 

percentage values. 

https://myminimaths.co.uk/year-6-arithmetic-practice-papers/
https://myminimaths.co.uk/year-6-arithmetic-practice-papers/


• Area, perimeter and volume. 

• Roman numerals. 

• Place value (converting between metric measures 

e.g. cm/m, mm/cm, g/kg, l/ml. 

• Ratio scaling.  

• Four operations with fractions, particularly 

multiplying fractions by whole numbers.  

RE 

 

Our topic for RE will be ‘From Easter to 

Pentecost’ and we will be learning about the 

following areas: 

 

• The Gospel accounts of key events in the life 

of Jesus: resurrection and ascension. 

• The Gospel accounts of the coming of the 

Holy Spirit at Pentecost and the 

transformation of the disciples.  

• How the local Church is ‘good news’ for people 

and how everyone can have a part in this.  

• A variety of prayers and prayer forms, 

formal and informal used for personal and 

community prayer.  

 

● Share the Wednesday Word with your child (sent 

home by Parent Mail each week). 

● Talk about your own ideas and beliefs. 

● Help your child to feel God’s presence in their 

everyday life. 

● Helping children to understand the Gospel writing of 

Luke and helping them to reference scripture to 

support their views (this is an area the children often 

find very difficult).  

Key Vocabulary 

Resurrection, disciples, ‘good news’, ascension, Pentecost, 

divinity, promise, Holy Spirit, Emmaus, Creed, Shavu’ot, 

Torah, Passover, incarnation, ruach 

Science 

 

 

Our topic in science is ‘Humans and Health’. The 

children will aim to:  

 

● Identify and name the main parts of the 

human circulatory system, and describe the 

functions of the heart, blood vessels and 

blood  

There are a number of fantastic Science resources 

that the children can use: 

 

https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/human-body/heart-

and-blood/heart/  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zwdr6yc  

https://campaignresources.phe.gov.uk/schools/resource

s/be-food-smart-ks2-toolkit  

https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/human-body/heart-and-blood/heart/
https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/human-body/heart-and-blood/heart/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zwdr6yc
https://campaignresources.phe.gov.uk/schools/resources/be-food-smart-ks2-toolkit
https://campaignresources.phe.gov.uk/schools/resources/be-food-smart-ks2-toolkit


● Recognise the impact of diet, exercise, drugs 

and lifestyle on the way their bodies function  

● Describe the ways in which nutrients and 

water are transported within animals, 

including humans.  

 

We will also be conducting some additional 

experiments involving electricity to fully complete 

our topic from last half term. 

https://www.foodafactoflife.org.uk/5-7-

years/healthy-eating/  

 

Key Vocabulary  

Alcohol, asthma, balanced diet, beats per minute (bpm), 

breathing, calories, carbohydrates (including sugars), 

cigarettes, doping, drugs, exercise, fat, fibre, heart, 

heart rate, intensity, illegal, impact,, long-term effect, 

lungs, medicine, mental benefits, nutrition, oxygen, 

passive smoking, peer pressure, performance enhancing, 

physical benefits, , pulse rate, RDA (recommended daily 

allowance), recovery rate, resting rate, roughage, 

saturated fat, short-term effect, solvents, steroids, 

tobacco, unsaturated fat, 

History 

 

Our topic in History is ‘Beyond face value’. This 

is a description of the unit:  
A series of skills-based enquiries looking at the way 

powerful people have manipulated evidence for their own 

ends and have tried to persuade others of their version 

of the past. 

The case studies we have based the unit on deliberately 

draw in important historical content which all pupils 

should know about but which are no longer compulsory: 

the Tudors; Victorian Britain and Life in Britain During 

World War Two. 

The specific studies have all been chosen because they 

cast light on problems of evidence. By Y6 pupils should 

be looking at sources not just for what they tell us but 

should be aware that sources often disagree and then 

This topic will be covering several historical areas and 

having some background knowledge on these periods will 

make the sessions more enjoyable! 

The case studies will be as follows: 

A. Portraits of Henry VIII and Elizabeth I 

B.  Factory owners and factory workers’ 

contrasting versions of what factory life was 

like, to get pupils to understand vested 

interests. 

C.  Evacuation: whose version should we believe? 

Showing how government try to create a 

deliberately partial version of events for a 

particular purpose i.e. to boost morale , and how 

censorship was employed in wartime. 

https://www.foodafactoflife.org.uk/5-7-years/healthy-eating/
https://www.foodafactoflife.org.uk/5-7-years/healthy-eating/


historians have to puzzle out who is telling the truth-

pretty much a skill for life in the age of fake news. 
D. The Blitz; highlighting the way the government 

used propaganda, an important idea for Y6 pupils 

and brilliantly prepares pupils for Keystage 3 

work which focuses heavily on which version of 

events should we believe and why. 

● Any background reading or Youtubing will be 

fantastic for this topic! 

Key Vocabulary 

Portraits, government, sources, censorship, contrasting 

views, monarchs, propaganda, perspective, accuracy, 

Tudor, Victorian, ‘Home Front’, Blitz, misinformation.  

Geography 

 

Our Topic in Geography is ‘Global Warming and 

Climate Change’:  

●  Use maps, atlases, globes and 

digital/computer mapping to locate countries 

and describe features studied; 

● Describe and understand key aspects of 

human geography, including: types of 

settlement and land use, economic activity. 

● Know and understand what climate change and 

global warming is.  

● Understand the impact that global warming 

has had on our planet.  

● Suggest how human activities can cause 

changes to environment and to the different 

views people hold. 

● Link understanding to knowledge of Biomes 

and previous taught content throughout KS2. 

 

 

There are a number of excellent resources to help 

support this topic: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/z4g3f82  

https://www.wwf.org.uk/get-

involved/schools/resources/climate-change-resources  

https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/geography/ge

neral-geography/what-is-climate-change/  

https://ypte.org.uk/lesson-plans/climate-change  

 

 

Key Vocabulary 
 

Land use, settlements, Human Geography, urban, rural, 

land use, congestion, pollution, migrate, naturalised, 

disperse, MEDC, LEDC, NIC, demographics, government, 

population, economy, fossil fuels, carbon dioxide, 

greenhouse gases, sustainability, natural disaster, 

deforestation, natural resources, renewable energy.  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/z4g3f82
https://www.wwf.org.uk/get-involved/schools/resources/climate-change-resources
https://www.wwf.org.uk/get-involved/schools/resources/climate-change-resources
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/geography/general-geography/what-is-climate-change/
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/geography/general-geography/what-is-climate-change/
https://ypte.org.uk/lesson-plans/climate-change


PE 

 

Our PE topics for this term will be: 

● Net/Wall activities (volleyball). 

● Athletics – preparation for Sports day! 

 

 

PE sessions will continue to be on Tuesdays and Fridays. 

Plain dark track-suit bottoms or shorts for PE days please 

and no hoodies!  

 

Computing 

 

In Computing this term, we will be focusing on 

text-based adventures and networks:  

Text based adventures:  

To find out what a text adventure is. 

• To use 2Connect to plan a story 

adventure. 

• To make a story-based adventure 

using 2Create a Story. 

• To introduce an alternative model for a 

text adventure which has a less 

sequential narrative. 

• To use written plans to code a map- 

based adventure in 2Code. 

Networking:  

To learn about what the Internet 

consists of. 

• To find out what a LAN and a WAN 

are. 

• To find out how the Internet is 

accessed in school. 

• To research and find out about the age 

Children can access Purple Mash from home! You can 

help your child with the various projects we have 

undertaken in school.  

 

 

Key Vocabulary  

Text-based adventure, concept map, debug, sprite, 

function, network, internet, World Wide Web, Local Area 

Network (LAN), router, Network cables, wireless.  



of the Internet. 

• To think about what the future might 

hold 

Music 

 

In music we will be focusing on our Production 

Songs (and dances).  

 

More information on the production will be coming 

after SATS. 

● Encourage the children to learn the lyrics and dances. 

● The children will need to practice their lines before 

rehearsals!  

Art 

 

Our topic for Art will be ‘Wildlife Birds’. The 

children will aim to: 

 

● Know and understand a variety of artists and 

designers (Brancusi., Richard Sweeney.) 

● Know and describe famous artists and 

designers work (Brancusi., Richard Sweeney.) 

● Know and create pieces of art similar to 

particular Artists (Brancusi., Richard 

Sweeney.) 

● Know that pressing hard and lightly to create 

different marks with the white pencil. 

● Know how to use printing tiles.  

● Know how to sculpt clay. 
 

The children can engage in some of the following 

activities to help support them: 

● Look at works of Art created by the artists. 

● Birdwatch and create their own sketches and works 

of art. 

● Experiment with any materials at home to create 

artwork themed on our topic – they can also bring 

these in! 

Key Vocabulary 

Proportions, horizon, focal point, hue, tint, tone, shade 

mood, expression, embellishing, collaboratively, shape, 

form, model. 

 

 

DT 

 

In DT, our topic will be Felt Phone Cases. We will 

be focusing on: 

● Identify features of design that will appeal 

to the intended user;  

● Create own design criteria and specification;  

● Come up with innovative design ideas;  

Children can do the following at home to help support 

this topic: 

● Sewing/knitting, 

● Looking up innovative products (particularly phone 

cases), 

● Drawing and sketching different designs.   



● Use selected tools and equipment precisely;  

● Evaluate quality of design while designing and 

making; is it fit for purpose?  

● Know how to sew a running stitch, backstitch 

and overcast stitch. 

● Know how to organise my ideas in a step by 

step plan. 

● Know and select decorative techniques and 

fastenings according to their functional 

properties and aesthetic qualities. 

 

 

 

Key Vocabulary 

Functional, aesthetics, target market, running stitch, 

backstitch, overcast stitch, colours patterns. textures 

 

Modern Foreign 

Languages 

 

In French, our topics will be as follows: 

 

• Healthy Lifestyles 

You can support your child by: 

 

• Using vocabulary learned in class; 

• Playing apps such as DuoLingo; 

• Encouraging children to practise sentences using 

vocabulary taught in class.  

Key Vocabulary 

A list will be provided by the class teacher.  

Relationship & 

Health Education 

 

In RHE, our topics will be: 

● Emotional Well-Being  

● Life Cycles  

● Religious Understanding  

● Personal Relationships 

Mr Timpson will keep you updated on our topic coverage in 

class.  

 


