
Year 6 Spring Term Curriculum - Parent Information 

 

Subject Learning at School Learning at Home 

English 
 

 

 

In English, we will be looking at the following 

texts: 

● ‘The Midnight Fair’ 

● ‘Animal Farm’ 

 

We will be developing the following key skills: 

● Selecting appropriate grammar and 

vocabulary, understanding how such choices 

can change and enhance meaning; 

● In narratives, describing settings, characters 

and atmosphere and integrating dialogue to 

convey character and advance the action; 

● Using a wide range of devices to build 

cohesion within and across paragraphs; 

● Using the perfect form of verbs to mark 

relationships of time and cause; 

● Using expanded noun phrases to convey 

complicated information concisely. 
Grammar: 

● Using commas to clarify meaning or avoid 

ambiguity in writing;  

● Using hyphens to avoid ambiguity;  

● Using brackets, dashes or commas to indicate 

parenthesis;  

● Using semicolons, colons or dashes to mark 

boundaries between independent clauses ; 

Please read for 20 minutes or more every day! 

 

Reading:  

Daily reading is vital for success in all subjects. Please 

see our Google Classroom PARENT ZONE which has links 

to age appropriate books including those for reluctant 

readers!  

 

Reading high quality texts has a huge impact on writing 

and the very best pieces begin to take on a true authorial 

style inspired by the content the children have read. 

Please have your child bring a book with them to school. 

 

Asking your child to explain character motivations, draw 

inferences and summarise passages will help enormously 

with their reading ability and for SATS in May! Paired 

reading is incredibly powerful as VIPERS (Vocabulary 

Inferences Predictions Explanations Retrieval 

Summarising) take precedent over simple fluency 

(although this is important as well).  

 

Writing & Grammar 

 

Year 6 writing is challenging and the children have been 

making brilliant progress so far! There is a heavy demand 

on the use of grammatical devices but also on ‘authorship’ 



● Using a colon to introduce a list. and editing. Please check the PARENT ZONE on Google 

Classroom for a full rundown on expectations.  

 

Here are some tips on practising writing at home: 

● Write for a variety of purposes. 

● Show not tell – The man was angry -> His face was 

a picture of uncontrollable rage; he clenched his 

fists so tightly that his knuckles turned whiter 

than a mountain’s peak. 

● Encouraging children to practice identifying basic 

word classes.  

● Working on spelling investigations on Google 

Classroom – especially homophones (e.g. 

there/their/they’re)  

 

  

 

Maths  

 

This is an incredibly important term prior to 

SATS and we will be focusing on Reasoning and 

Problem Solving over fluency at this stage: 

 

Number: 

● Decimals, 

● Percentages, 

● Algebra, 

● Ratio. 

Measure: 

● Converting Units, 

● Perimeter, Area and Volume. 

Statistics 

• Line graphs, 

Home learning should focus on practice, practice, 

practice!  

 

It is vital that children know their times tables or will 

struggle to access the Year 6 curriculum. Continual 

practice of essential facts such as metric conversions, 

operation methods (particularly for fractions) and 

multiplying/dividing by multiples of 10 is vital.  

 
Quick Note: PLEASE DO NOT USE ANY OF THE 

2016/17/18/19/22 SATS PAPERS FOR PRACTICE – Please use 

the resources provided on Google Classroom to avoid skewing 

the assessment; we need to help accurately gauge the 

children’s progress!  



• Pie charts, 

• The Mean. 

 

There are a large number of different areas of 

learning within these areas. Please go to PARENT 

ZONE for a full breakdown with all resources and 

planning!  

 

● TT Rockstars is a great activity for speeding up 

times table fluency which is vital in nearly all 

aspects of the subject.  

● My Mini Maths will cover all aspects of arithmetic 

needed and I would strongly suggest using the ’16 

Targeted Questions’ – high scores on our weekly 

arithmetic tests really help to boost confidence! 

● Use the home learning activities on Google 

Classroom to help support reasoning skills. 

● Recalling ‘key facts’ can help in tackling the multi-

step problems found within the reasoning e.g. total 

angles found within shapes, converting 

measurements, number bonds etc.  

RE 

 

Our topic in RE is ‘People of Prayer’ 

As we focus on the year of Matthew we will be 

studying: 

• The way in which Jesus explicitly taught a 
way of life identifiable by his words and 
actions.  

• In the Gospels of Matthew and Luke some of 
these lessons are gathered together into a 
long sermon (lesson), held on the ‘mount’ in 
Matthew’s Gospel and on the ‘plain’ in 
Luke’s.  

• The Feast of Epiphany  

• Connections between sources of Revelation: 

Mother Theresa and the Beatitudes.   

● Share the Wednesday Word with your child (sent 

home by Parent Mail each week). 

● Talk about your own ideas and beliefs. 

● Help your child to feel God’s presence in their 

everyday life. 

Key Vocabulary 

Epiphany, Gospel, Lord’s Prayer, Beatitudes, Sermon, 

blessings, St Teresa, manifestation, Magi, symbolism, 

saint, berakhah, barukh.  

Science 

 

Our topics in Science are ‘Light’ and ‘Electricity’: 

In our Light topic we will:  

There are a number of fantastic Science resources 

that the children can use: 



 

● Apply understanding of how light travels to 

explain how a periscope and other applications of 

mirrors work through reflections; 

● Identify the variables that affect the size of a 

shadow, and plan a fair test to investigate one of 

them;  

● Recognise that whilst light does travel in straight 

lines, sometimes it changes direction when 

travelling from one thing into another;  

● Understand that white light is made of many 

colours and these can be separated out. 

In our Electricity topic we will:  

● Represent a simple circuit in a diagram and 

describe how it works;  

● Use a switch in a simple circuit, show it in a 

diagram and describe how it functions;  

● Demonstrate the effects of changing the 

current flowing through components in a 

circuit;  

● Demonstrate how circuits can be represented 

in, and constructed from, diagrams; 

● Research how electricity is generated and 

transmitted to the classroom, and discuss 

electricity generation in the future;  

● Present information on how electricity is 

generated and transmitted to the classroom, 

and to discuss its generation in the future. 

In both topics we will be: 

Conducting fair tests and examining the results, 

presenting them in graphs and with reports.  

Bill Nye the Science Guy: 

(Light) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g5BHxozBPuA  

(Electricity) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SYacUaukaxg  

DK Findout: https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/  

BBC Bitesize 

Key Vocabulary  

Light - light, dark, shadow, mirror, reflect, opaque, 

transparent, translucent, ultra violet, ray, beam, 

refraction, periscope, spectrum, dispersion, inverted, 

medium, question, investigation, fair test, change, 

measure, predict, prediction, explanation, observations. 

 

Electricity - cell, battery, lamp, wire, buzzer, motor, 

circuit, current, fi lament, electrical insulator, electrical 

conductor, mains electricity, terminal, switch, toggle 

switch, push switch, slide switch, tilt switch, trembler 

switch, pressure switch, reed switch, series circuit, 

resistance, resistor, current, circuit diagram, hydro -

electric, grid, pylon, transmission, transformer, solar 

panels, coal, gas, oil, fossil fuels, nuclear. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g5BHxozBPuA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SYacUaukaxg
https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/


History 

 

Our topic in History is ‘The Maya’ 

In this unit we will be: 

● Know and understand what the Maya 

civilisation was;  

● Explain how the Mayan became a strong 

civilisation and its historical significance; 

● Reflect and compare the life of an individual 

in Mayan Civilisation to one in modern Britain; 

● Recall essential facts about the culture of 

Mayan Civilisation;  

● Know and understand the importance of 

sacrifice in Mayan culture;  

● Explain how the Mayan civilisation ended so 

quickly; 

● Ask and answer questions about changes, 

similarities and differences and challenge 

responses; 

● Discuss and debate trends and themes over 

time; 

● Describe changes across an historical period 

(considering social, political, cultural and 

technological changes). 

 

There are a number of great online resources that 

children can use to learn more about the Mayans as 

well as the general subject: 

 

Crash Course History  

DK Find Out! 

BBC Bitesize 

 

● Help the children draw connections between the 

modern Geographical area in which the Mayan 

civilisation existed.  

 

Key Vocabulary 

Maya, civilisation, contrast, culture, sacrifice, society, 

temples, Gods, glyph, Classic Period, codex, Haab’, Huipil, 

Itzamna, city states, Ahau, Ahaw, Chac Mool. 

 

Geography 

 

Our Topic in Geography is ‘South America’; we 

will be developing the following skills/knowledge:  

● Locate the world’s countries, using maps to 

focus on Central America, concentrating on 

their environmental regions, key physical and 

human characteristics, countries, and major 

cities; 

You can help the children improve their understanding 

by: 

● Using Google Maps (particularly the street viewer) 

to explore different areas and regions within the 

area; 

● Encourage children to use language such as MEDC, 

NIC or LEDC, instead of ‘rich’ and ‘poor’. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCX6b17PVsYBQ0ip5gyeme-Q
https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/history/mayans/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zq6svcw


● Understand geographical similarities and 

differences through the study of human and 

physical geography of a region in North 

America; 

● Describe and understand key aspects of 

physical geography, including: climate zones, 

biomes and vegetation belts; 

● Use maps, atlases, globes and 

digital/computer mapping to locate countries 

and describe features studied; 

● Describe and understand key aspects of 

human geography, including: types of 

settlement and land use, economic activity. 

 

 

● Help children to understand what mean by trade 

through the economy, imports and exports. 

● See if the children can memorise the countries 

found within Central America! 

● Watch Geography videos on YouTube such as the 

National Geographic which have great videos and 

resources. 

Key Vocabulary 
 

Land use, settlements, Human Geography, urban, rural, 

land use, congestion, pollution, migrate, naturalised, 

disperse, indigenous, MEDC, LEDC, NIC, demographics, 

government, population, economy. 

PE 

 

Our PE topics for the first half of the term will 

be: 

• Gymnastics 

• Dance 

Our PE topics for the second half of the term 

will be: 

● Hockey 

● Tag Rugby  

 

 

PE sessions will continue to be on Tuesdays and Fridays. 

Plain dark track-suit bottoms and a sweatshirt will also be 

needed whilst the weather is colder. 

 

Please ensure earrings are not worn on PE days and that 

hair is tied up! 

 

If your child has a hockey stick – please feel free to let 

them bring it in! It may also be advisable for children to 

bring in shin pads if they have some at home but this is 

not strictly necessary.   

Computing In Computing this term, we will be focusing on 

spreadsheets and blogging: 

 

● Create a spreadsheet to answer a 

mathematical question relating to probability; 

You can support your child by: 

 

● Practising placing basic data into a spreadsheet;  

● Combining English and Computing to create 

different written pieces in the style of a blog; 



 

● Use the formula wizard to create formulae; 

● Use a spreadsheet to model a real-life; 

situation and come up with solutions; 

● Understand that the way in which information 

is presented has an impact upon the audience; 

● Understand the approval process that their 

posts go through and demonstrate an 

awareness of the issues surrounding 

inappropriate posts and cyberbullying; 

● Children can create a blog with a specific 

purpose. 

● Practise using physical keyboards to develop typing 

skills.  

 

 

 

Key Vocabulary  

Spreadsheets, formula, formulae. Blogging, cyberbullying, 

awareness, content, digital footprint.  

Music 

 

In music, our topics will be: 

● Gaining Confidence Through Performance 

● Exploring Musical Notation  

You can support your child by: 

● Listen to these songs at home.  

● Think about the rhythm and beat.  

● Listen to a variety of different musical genres. 

● Develop an appreciation for music and their own 

tastes!  

 

Key Vocabulary 

Key signatures, time signatures, duration, pulse, rhythm, 

pitch, notation, arrangement  

Art 

 

In Art this term, we will be focusing on 

Impressionism. 

• To adopt the style of a famous group of artists. 

• To apply an understanding of line and repeated 

pattern. 

• To design and make a prototype. 

• To print onto fabric. 

 You can support your child by: 

• Encouraging them to draw different images and 

practise sketching. 

• Watch Art tutorial videos on Youtube – there are 

many of these. 

• Look at different artists on websites such as 

https://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/  

https://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/


• To analyse and evaluate my work. 

 

Key Vocabulary 

Aesthetic, audience, , commissioned, composition, 

expressive, graffiti, imagery, impact, interpretation, mark 

making, representative, Claude Monet, Impressionism, 

pattern, symbol, symbolic, technique, tone, tonal,  

 

DT 

 

In DT, our topic will be ‘Structure – 

Playgrounds’: 

• Create five apparatus designs, applying the 

design criteria to their work. 

• Make suitable changes to their work after 

peer evaluation. 

• Make roughly three different structures 

from their plans using the materials available. 

• Complete their structures, improving the 

quality of their rough versions and applying 

some cladding to a few areas. 

• Secure their apparatus to a base. 

• Make a range of landscape features using a 

variety of materials which will enhance their 

apparatus. 

 

 

 

 

 You can help your child by: 

• Researching different innovative buildings and 

designs. 

• Encouraging drawing technical skills such as using 

rulers and drawing in perspective. 

• Creating simple models at home.  

Key Vocabulary 

 

Apparatus, design criteria, equipment, playground, 

landscape features, cladding 

 

Modern Foreign 

Languages 

In French, our topics will be as follows: 

Phonics and Vocabulary 

Le Week-end 

You can support your child by: 

 

• Using vocabulary learned in class; 



 

World War Two 

Habitats  

 

 

 

 

• Encouraging children to practise sentences using 

vocabulary taught in class.  

Vocabulary 

Le week-end                  The weekend 

Et demie                       Half past 

Et quart                        Quarter past 

Quelle heure est-il?          What time is it? 

Moins le quart                 Quarter to 

Relationship & 

Health Education 

 

In RHE, our topics will be: 

Body Image 

Peculiar feelings 

Online safety 

Life Cycles 

 

 

If you have any concerns about these topics please 

contact Mr Robinson. 

 


