
Year 5 Summer Term Curriculum - Parent Information 

 

Subject Learning at School Learning at Home 

English 
 

 

In English, we will be looking at the following 

texts: 
• Eye of the Wolf - Daniel Pennac 

• Tales of Outer Suburbia – Shaun Tan 

• The Listeners by Walter de la Mare  

• Fiction from our Literary Heritage – Macbeth by 

William Shakespeare 

The children will be writing adventure stories based on 

Tiger in a Storm by Henri Rousseau.  

They will explore ways in which authors establish a sense 

of mystery through hints and withheld detail and use 

these ideas in their own writing. 

They will be writing a range of non-fiction texts, some of 

which will link to our Local Area Study. 

We will revisit handwriting expectations, encouraging 

and supporting the children to find a fluent and joined 

handwriting style. 

We will continue to develop the following key 

skills: 
• Identifying the audience for and the purpose of the 

writing.  

• Rehearsing orally, alternative word choices and 

sentence constructions to best suit the purpose and 

effect of a text.  

• Using expressive and figurative language to create 

mood and atmosphere.  

Please ensure your child reads for at least twenty minutes 

each night. It would significantly benefit the children when 

reading at home to have lots of opportunities to answer 

questions about what they have read, to ensure they have 

understood it.  

Below are some ways to support your child as you listen to 

them read:  

• Encourage children to use their phonic knowledge to 

read new vocabulary; 

• Encourage your child to use expression; 

• Focus on the punctuation on each page, for example, 

exclamation marks. Ask: what are these for? What 

should you do when you see an exclamation mark when 

reading?  

• Discuss and ask questions about the different aspects 

of the story such as the plot, setting or how a character 

is feeling and why.  

Please encourage your child to record all of their reading in 

their Reading Record book and check and sign it weekly for 

them (this includes home books as well as school reading 

books).  

Support your child to learn and recap the weekly spelling rules 

and use dictionaries to check the meaning and spelling of 

unfamiliar words.  

Weekly Spelling Homework – sent home on Tuesday for a test 

the following Tuesday. 

Use a thesaurus to extend vocabulary.  

Practise joined handwriting.  



• Using a variety of sentences structures, such as: 

single clause sentences and multi-clause sentences 

using a variety of conjunctions.  

• Using a range of punctuation to demarcate sentences. 

• Maintaining the use of the present and past tenses 

correctly and consistently.  

• Using knowledge of phonics and morphology to 

support accuracy with spelling. 

• Independently proof-reading and editing writing. 

Maths  

 

In Maths we will: 

• Continue to practice and consolidate recall of 

times tables and use of the 4 operations.  

• Number: Decimals and Percentages 

• Geometry: Properties of Shape 

• Geometry: Position and Direction 

• Measurement: Converting units 

• Measurement: Perimeter and Volume 

• Please ensure your child regularly practices their 

times tables using TT Rockstars or other websites, 

such as timestables.co.uk. 

• Regularly practice using the 4 operations. 

• Give your child practical measuring experience, for 

example by helping with cooking.  

• Use “real-life” Maths skills, such as adding up 

amounts of money or working out change. 

 

RE 

 

Our topic in the first half of the term will explore 

the Season of Easter, the period from Easter 

Sunday to Pentecost, teaching from the Gospel of 

Luke and the Acts of the Apostles (also written by 

Luke). We will also be learning about those who 

brought Christianity to England.  

Towards the end of the half-term we will be 

exploring another faith, which in Year 5 is Sikhism.  

In the second half of the term, we shall be 

completing our study of the Gospel of Luke by 

examining one of his most well-known parables, the 

Good Samaritan. We will be relating the actions of 

• Find time to share the Wednesday Word with your 

child (this is sent out weekly via Parent Mail). 

• There are also some lovely reflections and 

activities in the Ten Ten newsletter which is sent 

out each month and can be shared as a family.  

 

New life, appearances, Ascension, Resurrection, 

Pentecost, caritas, charity, Easter 



the Samaritan to the Common Good and by asking 

the eternal question, who is my neighbour?  

Science 

 

 

Our topics in Science are ‘Life Cycles’ and 

‘Animals including humans’ 

In ‘Life Cycles’ we will: 

• Understand the stages of a frog/bird/human life 

cycle.  

• Use scientific vocabulary to describe the 

different stages of life cycles.  

• Know the process of reproduction from 

fertilisation to death.  

• Compare different life cycles, explaining the 

similarities and differences. 

In ‘Animals including humans’ we will: 

• Identify, name and describe the life changes 

that happen from embryo to old age.  

• Use the correct vocabulary to describe the 

different stages of life.  

• To recognise patterns in data about the life 

cycles of humans and other mammals. 

In both topics we will be: 

Developing a range of scientific skills in a variety of 

contexts. 

Use the following websites to help your child secure their 

knowledge of these topics: 

• BBC Bitesize – Life Cycles and Reproduction: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zgssgk7  

• Watch nature programmes such as David 

Attenborough’s Dynasties and Spring Watch.  

• Encourage your child to “notice” nature and it’s 

different stages when you are outside for walks or 

in your garden eg look for baby animals (lambs, 

ducklings), watch how flowers grow and are visited 

by bees and insects, then turn to fruit and spread 

their seeds later in the year.  

 

Key Vocabulary  

Life Cycles – sexual, bird, asexual, plant, reproduction, 

embryo, fertilisation, egg, pollination, pollen, gestation, 

life cycle, mammal, larva, insect, pupa, metamorphosis, 

nymph, amphibian, Jane Goodall. 

Animals including humans – baby, toddler, adolescent, 

adult, puberty, growth, gestation, life expectancy, 

extinct, endangered.  

History 

 

Our topic for the summer term will be a Local Area 

Study. We will investigate Baldock, with a focus on 

how the High Street has changed over the years. 

We will use a variety of primary and secondary 

sources, such as photos and maps. 

Explore the local area together, looking out for clues 

about its past: 
 street names might refer to an important individual or 

buildings which used to be in the area (e.g. ‘Mill Street’ or 

‘Market Street’) 
 Look for old post-boxes, signs, plaques, foot scrapers 

and other forms of street furniture 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zgssgk7


We will be taking the children on a local walk to 

identify and explore a variety of features for 

themselves to help gain a sense of time and place.  

 

If you are able to provide any help with this topic 

by lending us any materials (old photographs, 

newspaper cuttings etc) or by suggesting people 

with memories of the area who might be willing to 

be interviewed, please do let us know. 

 Look closely at the houses; were they built at the same 

time or are some newer than others? Have any had 

alterations made to them – for example blocked windows 

or extensions? Put the houses into a chronological 

sequence from oldest to newest.  
 Talk to people from an older generation who could share 

experiences about what it was like growing up in the past 

Key Vocabulary: 

primary source, secondary source, consequences, effect, 

evidence, impact, legacy, change, continuity, chronological, 

society, artefacts, era, century, decade 

Geography 

 

In the second half of the term, our Local Area 

Study will shift towards a geographical focus. We 

will be looking at the environmental impact of 

humans on our local area, as well as completing map 

and field work activities. 

The children will use the eight points of a compass, 

four and six- figure grid references, symbols and 

key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to 

build their knowledge of the location of Baldock 

within the United Kingdom.  

They will use fieldwork to observe, measure, record 

and present the human and physical features in the 

local area using a range of methods, including sketch 

maps, plans and digital technologies. 

Make a map of your house/ garden etc. thinking about the 

different symbols you can use to represent different 

areas or objects?  

Go on a walk in your local area using a OS map. 

Describe/highlight the route that you took. Make your 

own map of the route, focusing on features/ key 

landmarks. Can you highlight any human and physical 

features on your route? 

Look at aerial pictures of the local area.  

Look at an aerial map of Baldock. What landmarks can you 

recognise? 

Key Vocabulary 

farming, arable, locate, research, land use, scale (maps), 

symbols, grid reference, tourism, economy, survey, urban, 

rural, commute, terrain, features, contour lines, 

population, landscape, settlement, industry 

PE Our PE topics for the first half of the term will 

be: 

• Striking and Fielding 

• Net/Wall activities 

PE sessions will continue to be on Tuesdays and 

Wednesdays. Plain dark track-suit bottoms and a 

sweatshirt will also be needed when the weather is colder. 

 



 

Our PE topics for the second half of the term 

will be: 

• Athletics 

• Sports Day activities 

Encourage your child to enjoy fresh air and outdoor 

activities such as going for walks and visiting the park. 

 

 

Computing 

 

Our Computing topics will be: 

• Games Creator 

• Modelling 

• Concept Maps 

Encourage your child to evaluate what they like/dislike 

about the computer games they play. What could be 

changed and improved?  

Practice making 3D models from 2D templates (this 

supports Maths skills as well) 

Music 

 

In music, our topics will be: 

• Dancing in the Street - All the learning in this 

unit is focused around one song: Dancing In The 

Street by Martha And The Vandellas. 

• In the second half of the term, we will be singing 

songs inspired by Shakespeare’s Macbeth. The 

style of the songs includes raps and chants and 

ranges from blues to anthems to laments...with 

opportunities for two- part singing along the way. 

Hopefully this will lead to a performance at the 

end of the term. 

• Listen to these songs at home.  

• Think about the rhythm and beat.  

• Discuss what you like/dislike about them and why. 

Listen to other songs that are in the same style or by 

the same artist. 

Art 

 

African Batik Fabric 

In art the children will be producing traditional 

African batik designs and learning about popular 

geometric patterns that are popular in African art. 

We will look at examples of repeated patterns, the 

• Look online for images of African Batik Fabric. 

• Encourage your child to look out for repeating 

patterns when they are out and about, either in the 

natural world or through man-made designs. 

• Look out for different types of fabrics and think 

about how the pattern repeats.  



use of geometric shapes and how African patterns 

and art is inspired and influenced heavily by nature.  

The children will learn about batik as a method of 

producing colourful designs on textiles by dyeing 

them, having first applied wax to the areas that the 

creator wishes to be left untouched by the dye.  

Key Vocabulary 

batik, geometric, fabric, chequerboard, curve, spiral, 

circle, cultural, inspiration, natural, repeating pattern, 

symbolic, muslin, design, wax, dye,  

DT 

 

Super Seasonal Cooking 

In the second half of the term, the children will 

learn where, when and how a variety of ingredients 

are grown, reared, caught and processed. They will 

then have the chance to sample some seasonal food 

before designing their own balanced seasonal meal. 

They will learn how to cook with seasonal 

ingredients following their own recipes and using a 

wide range of preparation and cooking techniques. 

Finally, children will evaluate their product against 

their design criteria. 

• Try as many new foods as possible. After your child 

has tried each food, ask them to fill in the chart they 

will be given and rate how much they liked it.  

• Practise a range of food preparation skills by giving 

them opportunities to prepare meals.  

• Give your child an opportunity to design a menu of 

their own and cook it for your family. 

• Look out for seasonal produce in local farm 

shops/markets.  

Key Vocabulary 

seasonal, ripe, sustainable, reared, caught, processed, 

taste, texture, appearance, protein, proportions, criteria, 

specification, refine, griddle, blanch 

Modern Foreign 

Languages 

 

In French, our topics will be Pets and Romans: 

• Learning the vocabulary for pets. 

• Using learnt vocabulary in sentence. 

• Recognise cognates (words that are similar in 

English and French) as a strategy for learning about 

the history of the Romans. 

 

• Research names for pets and Roman gods. 

• Use the vocabulary in conversation, for example when 

say what pet you own. 

• Practise using the new vocabulary in context for the 

topic. 

 

Key Vocabulary 

Chien, chat, lapin, tortue, souris, oiseau, hamster, poisson 

rouge, L’Empire Romain,  

 



Relationship & 

Health Education 

 

IN RHE, our topic is Keeping Safe: 

• Learning abut: 

o Cyberbullying 

o Types of online abuse 

o First Aid 

o Making good choices 

 

• Discuss the content of these sessions with your 

children.  

• Sharing information from the NSPCC Pants 

program.  

Key Vocabulary 

Independence, responsibility, technology, safely, 

reporting, inappropriate materials, cyberbullying, victim, 

experiences 

 


