
Year 5 Spring Term Curriculum - Parent Information 

 

Subject Learning at School Learning at Home 

English 
 

 

 

In English, we will looking at the following texts: 

• ‘The Midnight Fair’, by Gideon Sterer 

• ‘Stone Girl, Stone Boy’, by Laurence Anholt 

• ‘The Promise’, by Nicola Davies and Laura 

Carlin 

• Poetry on the theme of water and the sea – 

various poets 

 

We will be developing the following key skills: 

• Identifying the audience for and the purpose of 

the writing.  

• Rehearsing orally, alternative word choices and 

sentence constructions to best suit the purpose 

and effect of a text.  

• Using expressive and figurative language to 

create mood and atmosphere.  

• Using a variety of sentences structures, such as: 

single clause sentences and multi-clause 

sentences using a variety of conjunctions.  

• Using a range of punctuation to demarcate 

sentences.  

• Maintaining the use of the present and past 

tenses correctly and consistently.  

• Using knowledge of phonics and morphology to 

support accuracy with spelling. 

• Independently proof-reading and editing writing. 

Please ensure your child reads for at least twenty minutes 

each night. It would significantly benefit the children when 

reading at home to have lots of opportunities to answer 

questions about what they have read, to ensure they have 

understood it.  

Below are some ways to support your child as you listen to 

them read:  

• Encourage children to use their phonic knowledge to 

read new vocabulary; 

• Encourage your child to use expression; 

• Focus on the punctuation on each page, for example, 

exclamation marks. Ask: what are these for? What 

should you do when you see an exclamation mark when 

reading?  

• Discuss and ask questions about the different aspects 

of the story such as the plot, setting or how a character 

is feeling and why.  

Please encourage your child to record of all of their reading in 

their Reading Record book and check and sign it weekly for 

them (this includes home books as well as school reading 

books).  

Support your child to learn and recap the weekly spelling rules 

and use dictionaries to check the meaning and spelling of 

unfamiliar words.  

Use a thesaurus to extend vocabulary.  

Practise joined handwriting.  

Spelling Homework – sent home on Monday for a test the 

following Monday.  



Maths  

 

In Maths we will be looking at the following units 

of work: 

• Formal written methods of multiplication and 

division 

• Fractions (multiplying fractions and finding 

fractions of amounts) 

• Decimals (ordering, comparing and rounding) 

• Equivalence of fractions, decimals and 

percentages. 

• Perimeter and area 

• Line graphs and timetables 

You can support your child at home by: 

• Carry on practising and consolidating times tables 

skills using TT Rockstars. 

• Practice using the formal written methods for all 4 

operations – write calculations for your child and 

check it with a calculator.   

• Use real life measuring skills with your children, 

for example in cooking, telling the time, measuring 

your height and counting/using money. 

• Discuss real world examples of fractions such as 

dividing cakes, pizza, chocolate bars. 

• Increase fluency by playing games that involve 

mental arithmetic skills eg Scrabble, Snakes and 

Ladders.  

RE 

 

Our topic in RE is ‘People of Prayer’ 

In this unit we will be: 

• Explaining the meaning and purpose of the Feast 

of the Epiphany  

• Recognising and describing the Lord’s Prayer  

• Describe the Beatitudes. (Level 2) 

• Explaining why the Beatitudes are an important 

part of Christian prayer and life 

• Making links between two sources of revelation: 

the Beatitudes and Christian life [St Teresa]  

 

• Share the Wednesday Word with your child (sent 

home by Parent Mail each week). 

• Talk about your own ideas and beliefs. 

• Help your child to feel God’s presence in their 

everyday life. 

Key Vocabulary 

Epiphany, Prayer, Blessing, Petition, Sermon, Doxology, 

Intercession, Beatitude 

Science 

 

Our topics in Science is Forces. 

In ‘Forces’ we will be: 

• Identify how forces act upon objects. 

• Learn about the work of Newton and Galileo 

in relation to gravity. 

Use the following websites to help your child secure their 

knowledge of these topics: 

BBC Bitesize Forces 

• Make paper aeroplanes! 

• Explore which objects float or sink in the bath and 

think about why. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvr3nrd


 

• Explore the effect of air resistance, water 

resistance and friction. 

• Learn about cogs, pulleys, gears and levers. 

• Explore how cam mechanisms work and make 

one. 

• Make a moving toy and evaluate it.  

 

  

• Explore what makes toy cars go further or stop 

quicker. 

• Try to look at some “old fashioned” toys (eg pull-

along or pop-up toys) and try to see how they work.  

Key Vocabulary  

Forces – push, pull, gravity, weight, mass, friction, air 

resistance, water resistance, upthrust, buoyancy, 

streamlined, cog, pulley, gear, lever. 

History 

 

Our topic in History is ‘The Changing Power of 

the Monarchy’  

In this unit we will be: 

• Developing an understanding of chronology; 

• Learning about the feudal system and the 

Magna Carta; 

• Understanding the power and influence of 

religion, e.g. Henry VIII’s break away from 

Rome; 

• Looking at similarities and differences 

between the queen today and her role 

compared with kings and queens of the past; 

• Noting connections, contrasts and trends 

over time and identifying how things have 

changed or stayed the same. 

 

Some useful websites that will help your child to develop 

a chronological knowledge of the monarchy include: 

Horrible Histories 

English Heritage Guide to Kings and Queens 

National Geographic for Kids - Kings and Queens 

DK Kings and Queens 

Visit the library and look out for books about monarchs 

through history, e.g. The Changing Power of the British 

Monarchy: (Aspects of British History Beyond 1066) by 

Ben Hubbard 

If possible, visit a castle or museum to find out more 

about some of our monarchs. 

Think about one monarch in particular that you would like 

to find out more about and do some research for a 

biography you will be writing in our English lessons. 

Key Vocabulary 

monarchy, monarch, absolute monarchy, shared monarchy, 

constitution, democracy, hereditary, republic, social, 

political, religious, Magna Carta, feudal system 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/watch/horrible-histories-song-the-monarch-song
https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/members-area/kids/kids-rule-guide-to-kings-and-queens/
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/category/discover/history/monarchy/
https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/history/kings-and-queens/


Geography 

 

Our topic in Geography is ‘Water World’ 

In this unit we will: 

• Explore water on the planet. 

• Understand and explain the water cycle. 

• Understand how and why we need water. 

• Compare water availability and usage in Kenya 

and UK. 

• Understand how water could be used to 

create power sustainably. 

• Explore a local body of water. 

 

Some interesting websites: 

BBC Bitesize Water 

National Geographic Water Facts 

Calculate your water footprint: Water Calculator 

Watch Blue Planet or other documentaries about water on 

the IPlayer.  

Take your child to a local river, stream or pond and see 

what animals and plants you can identify. 

 

Key Vocabulary: 

Rivers, lakes, oceans, seas, reservoirs, bays, straits, gulfs, 

glaciers, fjords, drought, condensation, evaporation, 

freezing, melting, precipitation, conservation, 

sustainability, hydroelectric dam.  

PE 

 

Our PE topics for the first half of the term will 

be: 

• Dance 

• Gymnastics 

Our PE topics for the second half of the term 

will be: 

• Handball 

• Tag Rugby 

PE sessions will continue to be on Tuesdays and 

Wednesdays. Plain dark track-suit bottoms and a 

sweatshirt will also be needed whilst the weather is 

colder. 

Music 

 

In music, our topics will be ‘Exploring Key and 

Time Signatures’.  

The children will be listening to a wide range of 

musical styles and covering the key areas of the 

music curriculum through listening, singing, playing 

composing and performing.  

They will also be learning about key signatures, time 

signatures and that every piece of popular music has 

a structure and is built around a set of chords. 

• Listen to these songs at home.  

• Think about the rhythm and beat.  

• Discuss what you like/dislike about them and why. 

• Listen to other songs that are in the same style or by 

the same artist (see Knowledge Organiser). 

/Users/emhales/Downloads/Class%20List.docx
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/primary-resource/water-facts-primary-resource/
https://www.watercalculator.org/resource/water-websites-for-kids/


Art 

 

In Art, our topic will be Every Picture Tells A 

Story. 

 

The children will be looking at the meaning behind 

art and will:  

• Analyse the intentions of Banksy;  

• Make ink symmetry prints inspired by 

psychologist Rorschach;  

• Tell a story using emojis;  

• Use drama to recreate a poignant war scene 

 

• Research the artists and some of their works.  

• Discuss preferences and encourage children to talk 

about what they like/dislike. 

Key Vocabulary 

abstract art, anonymous, Brexit, emojis, immigration, 

mural, pictograms, racism, street art, symmetrical 

Design & 

Technology 

 

In Design and Technology, our topic will be 

Mechanical systems: Making a pop-up book. 

The children will be: 

• Designing and making a pop-up book 

• Using layers and spacers to cover the working 

of mechanisms 

• Creating a high-quality product suitable for a 

target user 

Look out for examples of pop-up books. Encourage your 

child to investigate how the mechanisms work. 

Practise making simple pop-up cards/books at home. 

Key Vocabulary 

aesthetic, CAD, caption, design, design brief, design 

criteria, exploded-diagram, function, input, linkage, 

mechanism, motion, output, pivots, prototype, sliders, 

structure, template 

Computing 

 
 

 

In Computing, our topics will be Databases/Online 

Safety and Game Creator. 

The children will be: 

• Learning how to search for information on a 

database. 

• Contribute to a class database. 

• Create a database of their own. 

• Use technology safely and responsibly.  

• Plan, design and evaluate a quest game.  

• You can log in to Purple Mash from home to 

consolidate learning in school. 

• Encourage children to talk about their online 

experiences and reinforce the need to use the 

report button for anything that makes them feel 

uncomfortable. 

• Research names for types and weather and habitats 



Modern Foreign 

Languages 

 

In French, our topics will be The Weather and 

Habitats 

The children will be asked to: 

• Recognise and recall the 9 weather expressions in 

French from memory. 

• Ask what the weather is today and give a reply in 

French. 

• Describe the weather in France, in French using a 

weather map with symbols. 

• Speak and write about different habitats, plants 

and animals in French. 

• Use the vocabulary in conversation, for example when 

describing what the weather is like each day 

• Practise using the new vocabulary in context for the 

topic. 

 

Key Vocabulary 

(see Knowledge Organiser) 

Relationship & 

Health Education 

 

In RHE, our topics will be: 

• Emotional Well-Being  

• Life Cycles  

• Religious Understanding  

• Personal Relationships 

As always, if you would like more information about the 

content of the RHE lessons, please log on to the TenTen 

Parent Portal: www.tentenresources.co.uk/parent-portal 

School login: st-johns-sg7 

Password: wendy-house 

 

http://www.tentenresources.co.uk/parent-portal

