
Year 5 Spring Term Curriculum - Parent Information 

 

Subject Learning at School Learning at Home 

English 
 

 

 

In English, we will looking at the following texts: 

• ‘Stone Girl, Bone Girl’, by Laurence Anholt 

• ‘The Promise’, by Nicola Davies and Laura 

Carlin 

• ‘Lonely Planet, Not for Parents - How to be a 

World Explorer: Your all-terrain training 

manual’ by Joel Levy 

Our class book will be ‘The Nowhere Emporium’ 

by Ross Mackenzie. 

 

We will be developing the following key skills: 

• Identifying the audience for and the purpose of 

the writing.  

• Rehearsing orally, alternative word choices and 

sentence constructions to best suit the purpose 

and effect of a text.  

• Using expressive and figurative language to 

create mood and atmosphere.  

• Using a variety of sentences structures, such as: 

single clause sentences and multi-clause 

sentences using a variety of conjunctions.  

• Using a range of punctuation to demarcate 

sentences.  

• Maintaining the use of the present and past 

tenses correctly and consistently.  

• Using knowledge of phonics and morphology to 

support accuracy with spelling. 

Please ensure your child reads for at least twenty minutes 

each night. It would significantly benefit the children when 

reading at home to have lots of opportunities to answer 

questions about what they have read, to ensure they have 

understood it.  

Below are some ways to support your child as you listen to 

them read:  

• Encourage children to use their phonic knowledge to 

read new vocabulary; 

• Encourage your child to use expression; 

• Focus on the punctuation on each page, for example, 

exclamation marks. Ask: what are these for? What 

should you do when you see an exclamation mark when 

reading?  

• Discuss and ask questions about the different aspects 

of the story such as the plot, setting or how a character 

is feeling and why.  

Please encourage your child to record of all of their reading in 

their Reading Record book and check and sign it weekly for 

them (this includes home books as well as school reading 

books).  

Support your child to learn and recap the weekly spelling rules 

and use dictionaries to check the meaning and spelling of 

unfamiliar words.  

Use a thesaurus to extend vocabulary.  

Practise joined handwriting.  

Spelling Homework – sent home on Monday for a test the 

following Monday.  



• Independently proof-reading and editing writing. 

Maths  

 

In Maths we will be looking at the following units 

of work: 

• Formal written methods of multiplication and 

division 

• Fractions (equivalence, comparing and 

ordering, adding and subtracting) 

• Problem solving with all four operations 

• Multiplying fractions by whole numbers and 

problem solving 

• Converting units of measure 

• Percentages and problem solving 

You can support your child at home by: 

• Carry on practising and consolidating times tables 

skills using TT Rockstars. 

• Practice using the formal written methods for all 4 

operations – write calculations for your child and 

check it with a calculator.   

• Use real life measuring skills with your children, 

for example in cooking, telling the time, measuring 

your height and counting/using money. 

• Discuss real world examples of fractions such as 

dividing cakes, pizza, chocolate bars. 

• Increase fluency by playing games that involve 

mental arithmetic skills eg Scrabble, Snakes and 

Ladders.  

RE 

 

Our topic in RE is ‘Being A Sacramental People’ 

In this unit we will be: 

• Recognising, describing and explaining ways in 

which people act because of their faith; 

• Explaining how religious beliefs shape life; 

• Recognising, describing and explaining signs, 

symbols, words and actions in the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation; 

• Describing and explaining the meaning and 

purpose of the Sacraments of Healing; 

• Recognising the need for healing in the world. 

 

• Share the Wednesday Word with your child (sent 

home by Parent Mail each week). 

• Talk about your own ideas and beliefs. 

• Help your child to feel God’s presence in their 

everyday life. 

Key Vocabulary 

Sacraments, healing, anointing, words, actions, symbols, 

elements, ‘make present’, presence of God, oil, rings, 

bread and wine, water Sin, Reconciliation, Penance, 

Contrition, sorrow, making things right, holy, sacred, 

grace-filled 

Science 

 

Our topics in Science are ‘Earth and Space’ and 

‘Properties of Materials’ 

In ‘Earth and Space’ we will be: 

• Naming the planets in the solar system 

Use the following websites to help your child secure their 

knowledge of these topics: 

BBC Bitesize - Earth and Space 

BBC Bitesize - Materials 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zkbbkqt
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zc3nm39


 

• Explaining how the planets orbit the Sun. 

• Explaining how night and day occur. 

• Making predictions about night and day in 

different places on Earth. 

 

In ‘Properties of Materials’ we will be: 

• Comparing and grouping together everyday 

materials on the basis of their properties 

• Learning how to recover a substance from a 

solution 

• Investigating how materials might be separated 

• understanding the difference between reversible 

and irreversible changes 

In both topics we will be: 

Developing skills of working scientifically.  

• Go star-gazing! There are many apps available for 

IPads and IPhones which you can point at the night 

sky and they will show you a star map. 

• Visit a planetarium. 

• There are a huge range of fiction and non-fiction 

books about Space to engage your child’s interest 

in the subject.  

  

• Encourage your child to group household materials.  

• Talk about why particular objects have been made 

from certain materials and the properties of those 

materials.  

• Carry out simple investigations at home, e.g. 

dissolving or separating ingredients in the kitchen. 

 

Key Vocabulary  

Earth and Space - astronomy, orbit, rotation, planetary 

movement, heliocentric, geocentric, solar system, Sun, 

Earth, Moon, space, spin, light, night, day, year, month, 

orbit, planet, rotate, sphere, shadow, force, gravity, 

sunrise, sunset, eclipse. 

Properties of Materials - soluble, solution, dissolve, 

substance, transparent, conductor (electrical and 

thermal), magnetic, reversible, irreversible, properties, 

Solid, liquid, gas, material, state, particles, investigation, 

conclusion, melting, evaporation, freezing, condensation, 

filter, sieve, dissolve, burning, rusting, chemical change. 



History 

 

Our topic in History is ‘The Changing Power of 

the Monarchy’  

In this unit we will be: 

• Developing an understanding of chronology; 

• Learning about the feudal system and the 

Magna Carta; 

• Understanding the power and influence of 

religion, e.g. Henry VIII’s break away from 

Rome; 

• Looking at similarities and differences 

between the queen today and her role 

compared with kings and queens of the past; 

• Noting connections, contrasts and trends 

over time and identifying how things have 

changed or stayed the same. 

 

Some useful websites that will help your child to develop 

a chronological knowledge of the monarchy include: 

Horrible Histories 

English Heritage Guide to Kings and Queens 

National Geographic for Kids - Kings and Queens 

DK Kings and Queens 

Visit the library and look out for books about monarchs 

through history, e.g. The Changing Power of the British 

Monarchy: (Aspects of British History Beyond 1066) by 

Ben Hubbard 

If possible, visit a castle or museum to find out more 

about some of our monarchs. 

Think about one monarch in particular that you would like 

to find out more about and do some research for a 

biography you will be writing in our English lessons. 

Key Vocabulary 

monarchy, monarch, absolute monarchy, shared monarchy, 

constitution, democracy, hereditary, republic, social, 

political, religious, Magna Carta, feudal system 

Geography 

 

Our topic in Geography is ‘Where does our stuff 

come from? - Fair Trade’ 

In this unit we will be: 

• Finding out about the UK’s global trade links; 

• Investigating where different products come from 

and the journeys they take to get to our homes; 

• Mapping the journeys taken by items, and 

researching the pros and cons of buying local or 

imported goods; 

• Using maps, atlases, globes, and digital/computer 

mapping to locate countries and describe features 

studied; 

• Help children understand that what we buy is not 

always made locally.  

• Check labels on food and in clothes to identify which 

countries they are made in.  

• If possible, show children where these countries are 

on a globe or in an atlas. 

• Look out for Fair Trade products in the shops and talk 

about reasons for choosing (or not choosing) these 

products in relation to fairness and cost 

 

Fun Kids - Fair Trade 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/watch/horrible-histories-song-the-monarch-song
https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/members-area/kids/kids-rule-guide-to-kings-and-queens/
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/category/discover/history/monarchy/
https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/history/kings-and-queens/
https://www.funkidslive.com/learn/environment/f-is-for-fairtrade/


• What makes trading fair and unfair, fair trade 

products and processes, and the benefits fair trade 

brings to workers. 

Look out for information leaflets or books in your local 

library about Fair Trade. 

PE 

 

Our PE topics for the first half of the term will 

be: 

• Dance 

• Invasion Games 

Our PE topics for the second half of the term 

will be: 

• Net/Wall activities 

• Gymnastics 

PE sessions will continue to be on Tuesdays and 

Wednesdays. Plain dark track-suit bottoms and a 

sweatshirt will also be needed whilst the weather is 

colder. 

Music 

 

In music, our topics will be: 

• Make You Feel My Love 

• The Fresh Prince of Bel-Air 

• Listen to these songs at home.  

• Think about the rhythm and beat.  

• Discuss what you like/dislike about them and why. 

• Listen to other songs that are in the same style or by 

the same artist. 

Art 

 

In Art, our topic will be North American Art. 

The children will be: 

• Exploring the work of American artists such as 

John Singer Sargent, Helen Frankenthaler, 

Jean-Michel Basquiat, Mary Cassatt, architect 

Frank Lloyd Wright and photographer Ansel 

Adams; 

• Drawing the other half of a famous image; 

• Making collage landscapes; 

• Creating body abstracts; 

• Making ‘building block’ houses, draw patterned 

skulls. 

• Research the artists and some of their works.  

• Discuss preferences and encourage children to talk 

about what they like/dislike. 

Key Vocabulary 

landscape, architect, collage, abstract, portrait, half-

portrait, canvas, modelling, architect, graffiti, logo, 

impressionist.  

 

 



Computing 

 
 

 

In Computing, our topics will be Spreadsheets 

and Online Safety. The children will be: 

• Writing formulae to perform calculations. 

• Creating graphs. 

• Using a spreadsheet to budget for an event. 

• Know and demonstrate the safe and 

respectful use of online technology. 

 

• You can log in to Purple Mash from home to 

consolidate learning in school. 

• Encourage children to talk about their online 

experiences and reinforce the need to use the 

report button for anything that makes them feel 

uncomfortable. 

Modern Foreign 

Languages 

 

In French, our topics will be Planets and Clothes 

The children will be: 

• Learning the vocabulary for planets and items of 

clothing; 

• Using learnt vocabulary in short conversations; 

• Describing what a person is wearing. 

 

• Research names for planets and items of clothing 

• Use the vocabulary in conversation, for example when 

getting dressed or describing what somebody is wearing. 

• Practise using the new vocabulary in context for the 

topic. 

 

Key Vocabulary 

Knowledge Organisers with the French vocabulary will be 

available on Google Classroom. 

 

Relationship & 

Health Education 

 

In RHE, our topics will be: 

• Emotional Well-Being  

• Life Cycles  

• Religious Understanding  

• Personal Relationships 

 

 


