
Year 4 Summer Term Curriculum - Parent Information 

 

Subject Learning at School Learning at Home 

English 
 

 

 

In English, we will be looking at the following 

texts: 

• Overheard on a saltmarsh by Harold Monroe. 

• The Small Dragon by Brian Patten 

• Fly Eagle Fly by Christopher Gregorowski 

• Dirty Beasts by Roald Dahl 

 

We will be developing the following key skills: 

 

• To read a poem aloud, showing understanding 

through performance. 

• To show understanding through intonation, 

tone, volume and action. 

• To understand characters and atmosphere. 

• To discuss words and phrases that captures 

the reader’s interest and imagination. 

• To summarise the main events of a text, 

sequencing them clearly. 

• To recognise and use prepositional phrases. 

• To explain and justify an opinion of a whole 

text. 

• To develop mood and atmosphere using 

dialogue. 

• To evaluate and edit writing. 
 

Please ensure your child reads for at least twenty minutes 

each night. It would significantly benefit the children when 

reading at home to have lots of opportunities to answer 

questions about what they have read, to ensure they have 

understood it.  

Below are some ways to support your child as you listen to 

them read:  

• Encourage children to use their phonic knowledge to 

read new vocabulary; 

• Encourage your child to use expression; 

• Focus on the punctuation on each page, for example, 

exclamation marks. Ask: what are these for? What 

should you do when you see an exclamation mark when 

reading?  

• Discuss and ask questions about the different aspects 

of the story such as the plot, setting or how a character 

is feeling and why.  

Please encourage your child to record of all of their reading in 

their Reading Record book and check and sign it weekly for 

them (this includes home books as well as school reading 

books).  

Support your child to learn and recap the weekly spelling rules 

and use dictionaries to check the meaning and spelling of 

unfamiliar words.  

Use a thesaurus to extend vocabulary.  

Practise joined handwriting.  

Spelling Homework – sent home on a Friday for a test or other 

activity the following Friday. 



Maths  

 

In Maths we will be looking at the following units 

of work: 

• Time 

• Position and Direction 

• Properties of Shapes 

• Money 

• Statistics 

• Decimals 

 

You can support your child at home by: 

• Carry on practising and consolidating times tables 

skills using TT Rockstars. 

• Use real life measuring skills with your children, 

for example in cooking, telling the time, measuring 

your height. 

• Count and use money. 

• Increase fluency by playing games that involve 

mental arithmetic skills. 

RE 

 

Our topics in RE are ‘From Easter to Pentecost’, 

‘Building Bridges’ and ‘God’s people’. 

In this unit we will be: 

• Recognising, describing and explaining ways in 

which people act because of their faith; 

• Explaining how religious beliefs shape life; 

• Recognising the main events, characters and 

places in the life of Jesus. 

• Understanding the story of the Holy Spirit 

coming at Pentecost. 

• Understanding ways, we belong to the 

community. 

 

• Share the Wednesday Word with your child (sent 

home by Parent Mail each week). 

• Talk about your own ideas and beliefs. 

• Help your child to feel God’s presence in their 

everyday life. 

Key Vocabulary 

• Easter, Pentecost, spirit, bridges, symbols, 

presence of God, Jesus, community, belief, prayers 

Holy Spirit, Reconciliation, cross, sorrow, making 

things right, holy, sacred, grace-filled. 

Science 

 

 

Our topics in Science ‘States of Matter’ 

In States of Matter, we will be: 

• Comparing and grouping materials together 

according to whether they are solids, liquids or 

gases.  

• Observing that some materials change state when 

they are heated or cooled.  

Use the following website to help your child secure their 

knowledge of these topics: 

BBC Bitesize - 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z6p6qp3/articles/zsgwwxs 

 

• There are a range of fiction and non-fiction books 

about states of matter to engage your child’s 

interest in the subject.  

• Melt ice to see what happens. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z6p6qp3/articles/zsgwwxs


• To classify materials by observing their 

properties. 

• To plan a fair test. 

• To define melting and freezing. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

• Bake with your child to see the effects of heating 

on different ingredients. 

Key Vocabulary  

Solid, liquid, gas, runny, sticky, grain, powder, 

temperature, cardon dioxide, oxygen, compress, volume 

 

History 

 

Our topics in History are Anglo Saxons and the 

Vikings 

In this unit we will be: 

• Developing an understanding of chronology; 

• Asking and answering questions about 

changes, similarities and differences. 

• Know and understand why the Anglo-Saxons 

invaded Britain. 

• Know and understand the significant figure of 

Alfred the Great. 

• Know and understand the dark ages. 

• Know who the Vikings were. 

• Know and understand how the Vikings were 

given a bad reputation.  

• Understanding that historical knowledge 

comes from a range of sources.  

Some useful websites that will help your child to develop 

an understanding of Anglo-Saxons and the Vikings. 

BBC Bitesize 

BBC Teach 

 

Visit the library and look out for books about the Anglo 

Saxons or Vikings. 

Talk to friends or family who have any knowledge of Anglo 

Saxons or Vikings. 

 

If possible, show children where on a map or an atlas the 

countries the Anglo-Saxons and Vikings came from.  

 

 

Key Vocabulary 

Settlements, ruling, raiders, settlers, Anglo Saxons, 

Picts, Empty Grave, Christianity, justice, Dark Ages, 

jorvik, Vikings, invasions  

PE Our PE topics for the term will be: 

 

• Striking and fielding. 

• Net/Wall activities. 

PE sessions will continue to be on Tuesdays and 

Thursdays. Please ensure your child has the correct PE 

kit. 



 

• Athletics. 

• Activities for Sport’s Day. 

Music 

 

In Music, our topic will be: Performing Music 

• To understand that performing is sharing 

music with other people, an audience. 

• A performance involves being organised for 

the performance and singing or playing with 

confidence. 

• A performance can be a special occasion and 

can involve an audience. 

 

 

• Think about the rhythm and beat when listening to 

songs at home.  

• Discuss what you like/dislike about different songs 

and why. 

• Listen to other songs that are in the same style or by 

the same artist. 

• Try performing songs or playing own composition at 

home. 

 

Art 

 

In Art, our topic will be fruit and vegetables. 

The children will be: 

• To improve art and design techniques. 

• To draw from observation using a variety of 

tools. 

• To create different effects by using a variety 

of tools and techniques. 

• Accurate drawing of fruit and vegetables 

including proportion and placement. 

• Look at different types of fruits and vegetables and 

discuss their patterns and textures. Discuss 

preferences and encourage children to talk about what 

they like/dislike. 

Key Vocabulary 

Placement, proportion, colour, collage, texture, pattern, 

canvas, modelling, mood, plan, develop, scratches, create. 

 

 

DT In DT, our topic will be Edible Garden. 

The children will be able to: 

• Know and name some herbs and know how to grow 

them. 

• Plant fruit and vegetables at home 

• Plan a healthy balanced meal and cook it.  

• Write recipes for a health balanced meal. 



 

• Know and name common herbs such as thyme, mint, 

tarragon, rosemary and basil.  

• Know how to plan and care for some herbs.  

• Know what makes a diet healthy and varied and can 

cook a healthy balanced meal. 

 

Key Vocabulary 

Herbs, thyme, mint, parsley, tarragon, rosemary, basil, 

healthy diet, varied, produce, seasons, prepare. 

Computing 

 
 

 

In Computing, our topics will be Animation 

Programmes. 

The children will be: 

• Use logical reasoning to explain how some 

simple algorithms work and to detect and 

correct errors in algorithms and programs. 

• Understanding computer networks  

• Use search technologies effectively. 

• Select, use and combine a variety of 

software.  

• Understanding how to keep themselves safe 

online. 

Key Vocabulary 

Algorithm, repetition, timers, selection, webpage, errors, 

network, hardware, communication, digital content, 

predictions, online, variables, output, input 

 

 

• Talk about internet safety. 

 

 

 

Modern Foreign 

Languages 

 

In French, our topics will be ‘The Classroom’ and 

‘Goldilocks’ 

The children will be: 

• Learning the vocabulary for the classroom and for 

the story of Goldilocks; 

• Using learnt vocabulary in roleplay situations. 

• Using story language. 

 

• Research names for objects in the classroom. 

• Use the vocabulary in conversation. 

• Practise using the new vocabulary in context for the 

topic. 

 

Key Vocabulary 

un crayon, une maison, le grand bol, le petit bol, un stylo 

un livre, une gomme, le moyen bol,  

 

 

 

 

 



Relationship & 

Health Education 

 

In RHE, our topic will be: ‘Created to live in the 

community’. 

Children will learn: 

God is love as shown by the Trinity. 

The human family is to reflect the Trinity in 

generosity and mutual charity 

The church family comprises of home, school and 

parish. 

To know that God wants his church to love and care 

for others. 

To devise practical ways of loving and caring for 

others. 

 

Key Vocabulary 

community, trinity, holy, love, service, responsibility, 

charity, worship, shared, stewardship, noticed, respected, 

included, appreciated, recognised, secure, 

 


