
Year 4 Spring Term Curriculum - Parent Information 

 

Subject Learning at School Learning at Home 

English 
 

 

 

In English, we will be looking at the following texts: 

• ‘The Midnight Fair’ by Gideon Sterer 

• ‘The Day I Swapped my Dad for two Goldfish’ 

by Neil Gaimon 

• Fairy Tales and Play Scripts, by various authors 

• List Poems and Kennings, by various authors 

 

We will be developing the following key skills: 

 

• To read a poem aloud, showing understanding 

through performance. 

• To show understanding through intonation, 

tone, volume and action. 

• To understand dialogue and how to demarcate 

direct and reported speech. 

• To discuss words and phrases that captures the 

reader’s interest and imagination. 

• To summarise the main events of a text, 

sequencing them clearly. 

• To recognise and use fronted adverbials. 

• To explain and justify an opinion of a whole 

text. 

• To develop mood and atmosphere using dialogue. 

• To evaluate and edit writing. 

 

Please ensure your child reads for at least twenty minutes each 

night. It would significantly benefit the children when reading at 

home to have lots of opportunities to answer questions about 

what they have read, to ensure they have understood it.  

Below are some ways to support your child as you listen to them 

read:  

• Encourage children to use their phonic knowledge to read 

new vocabulary; 

• Encourage your child to use expression; 

• Focus on the punctuation on each page, for example, 

exclamation marks. Ask: what are these for? What should 

you do when you see an exclamation mark when reading?  

• Discuss and ask questions about the different aspects of 

the story such as the plot, setting or how a character is 

feeling and why.  

Please encourage your child to record of all of their reading in 

their Reading Record book and check and sign it weekly for 

them (this includes home books as well as school reading 

books).  

Support your child to learn and recap the weekly spelling rules 

and use dictionaries to check the meaning and spelling of 

unfamiliar words.  

Use a thesaurus to extend vocabulary and a dictionary to 

reaffirm spellings.  

Practise joined handwriting.  

Spelling Homework – sent home on a Friday for a test or other 

activity the following Friday. 

Maths  In Maths we will be looking at the following units of 

work: 

• Multiplication and Division 

You can support your child at home by: 

• Carry on practising and consolidating times tables skills 

using TT Rockstars. 



 

• Length and Perimeter 

• Fractions 

• Decimals 

 

• Use real life measuring skills with your children, for 

example in cooking, telling the time (analogue and digital), 

measuring your height. 

• Count and use money. 

• Increase fluency by playing games that involve mental 

arithmetic skills. 

RE 

 

Our topics in RE are ‘a People of Prayer’ and ‘From 

Lent to Easter’. 

In this unit we will be: 

• Explaining the meaning and purpose of the Feast of 

the Epiphany  

• Recognising and describing the Lord’s Prayer  

• Describe the Beatitudes. (Level 2) 

• Explaining why the Beatitudes are an important 

part of Christian prayer and life 

• Making links between two sources of revelation: 

the Beatitudes and Christian life [St Teresa]  

 

• Share the Wednesday Word with your child (sent home by 

Parent Mail each week). 

• Talk about your own ideas and beliefs. 

• Help your child to feel God’s presence in their everyday life. 

Key Vocabulary 

• Epiphany, Prayer, Blessing, Petition, Sermon, Doxology, 

Intercession, Beatitude 

Science 

 

 

Our topics in Science ‘Animals including Humans’ and 

‘Electricity’. 

In these units, we will be: 

• Tooth Decay 

• Types of Teeth 

• Parts of the Digestive System 

• The Digestion Process 

• Food Chains 

• Animal Teeth 

• Appliances 

• Making Circuits 

• Complete Circuits 

• Conductors and Insulators 

• Switches 

Use the following website to help your child secure their 

knowledge of these topics: 

BBC Bitesize –  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zcyycdm   

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zj44jxs 

 

• There are a range of fiction and non-fiction books about 

Animals including Humans and Electricity to engage your 

child’s interest in the subject.  

• Keep a log of all the food you eat and the liquids you drink 

to see how it may affect your teeth and to evaluate your 

diet.  

• Go to the Science Museum in London and explore their 

Electricity section. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zcyycdm


• Electrical Discussions 

 

 

Key Vocabulary  

Digest, oesophagus, stomach, small intestine, large intestine, 

rectum. 

Electricity, appliances, battery, circuit. 

 

History 

 

Our topic in History is Anglo-Saxons 

In this unit we will be: 

 

• Why did the Anglo-Saxons invade and how can 

we possibly know where they settled? 

• What does the mystery of the empty grave tell 

us about Saxon Britain? 

• How did people’s lives change when Christianity 

came to Britain and how can we be sure? 

• How were the Saxons able the see off the 

Viking threat? 

• Just how great was King Alfred, really? 

Some useful websites that will help your child to develop an 

understanding of Anglo-Saxons and the Vikings. 

BBC Bitesize 

BBC Teach 

 

Visit the library and look out for books about the Anglo-Saxons. 

Talk to friends or family who have any knowledge of the Anglo-

Saxons. 

 

If possible, show children where on a map or an atlas the 

countries the Anglo-Saxons came from and how their empire 

grew.  

 

 

Key Vocabulary 

Angles, Saxons, Picts, Scots, invaders, kingdom, Pagan, 

Christianity  

Geography 

 

 

Our topic in Geography is Countries of the World 

In this unit we will be: 

 

• To be able to identify the continents of the 

world. 

• To be able to locate countries on a world map. 

Some interesting websites: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvsfr82/articles/znm7vk7  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zb8sxbk  

 

If you have a globe or an Atlas at home, talking through or 

spending time with your child examining either would be a great 

option for building familiarity with the world we live in. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvsfr82/articles/znm7vk7
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zb8sxbk


 • To find out about some of the key geographical 

features of each continent. 

• To be able to locate major capital cities of the 

world.  

• To be able to use a variety of sources to 

identify human and physical features in a 

particular country. 

• To be able to find similarities and differences 

between different countries. 

Key Vocabulary: 

Global, hemisphere, weather, climate, population, travel, 

continent, map, world, human, physical, country 

PE 

 

Our PE topics for the term will be: 

 

• Gymnastics 

• Dance 

PE sessions will continue to be on Tuesdays and Thursdays. Please 

ensure your child has the correct PE kit. 

Music 

 

In Music, our topic will be: Stop! and Lean on Me 

• To understand that performing is sharing music 

with other people, an audience. 

• A performance involves being organised for the 

performance and singing or playing with 

confidence. 

• A performance can be a special occasion and 

can involve an audience. 

 

 

• Think about the rhythm and beat when listening to songs at 

home.  

• Discuss what you like/dislike about different songs and why. 

• Listen to other songs that are in the same style or by the 

same artist. 

• Try performing songs or playing own composition at home. 

 

Art 

 

In Art, our topic will be Formal elements of Art. 

The children will be: 

• Texture: Charcoal mark making 

• Texture and pattern: Printing 

• Pattern: Stamp printing 

• Pattern: Reflection and symmetry 

• Look at different types of drawings and discuss their 

different styles, patterns and textures. Discuss preferences 

and encourage children to talk about what they like/dislike. 



• Pattern: Flower of life Key Vocabulary 

3D form, Facial features, Geometric shapes, Guidelines, Shading, 

Sketching, Template, Tones 

 

 

DT 

 

In DT, our topic will be Mechanical Systems: 

Making a Slingshot Car. 

The children will be able to: 

• Work independently to produce an accurate, 

functioning car chassis. 

• Design a shape that is suitable for the project. 

• Attempt to reduce air resistance through the 

design of the shape. 

• Produce panels that will fit the chassis and can 

be assembled effectively using the tabs they 

have designed. 

• Construct car bodies effectively. 

• Conduct a trial accurately and draw conclusions 

and improvements from the results. 

Key Vocabulary 

Chassis, energy, kinetic, mechanism, air resistance, design, 

structure, graphics, research, model, template 

 

Computing 

 
 

 

In Computing, our topics will be learning 

Spreadsheets. 

The children will focus on how: 

• To format cells as currency, percentage, 

decimal to different decimal places or fraction. 

• To use the formula wizard to calculate 

• averages. 

• To combine tools to make spreadsheet 

activities such as timed times tables tests. 

• To use a spreadsheet to model a real life 

situation. 

• To add a formula to a cell to automatically make 

a calculation in that cell. 

Key Vocabulary 

Data, decimal place, equals tool, format cell, formula wizard, line 

graph, percentage, place value, random number tool, timer, row, 

spin tool 

 

 

 



Modern Foreign 

Languages 

 

In French, our topics will be ‘Habitats’ 

The children will be: 

• Say and write the key elements that animals 

and plants need to survive. 

• Name the 5 most common types of habitats. 

• Name an animal and a plant that live and grow in 

each type of habitat. 

• Use the vocabulary in conversation. 

• Practise using the new vocabulary in context for the topic. 

 

Key Vocabulary 

A Shelter = Un abri 

The Food = La nourriture 

The Air = L’air 

The Sun = Le soleil 

The Water = L’eau 

 

Relationship & 

Health 

Education 

 

In RHE, our topic will be: ‘Religious Understanding’ 

and ‘Emotional Wellbeing’. 

Children will learn: 

• That they are designed for a purpose and how 

they should live in light of this. 

• To celebrate similarities and differences, and 

to appreciate and look after their bodies as 

gifts from God. 

• What am I feeling? 

• What am I looking at? 

• I am Thankful 

Key Vocabulary 

community, compassion, consequences, faith, prayer, resilience, 

sacrament, virtues, trinity, holy, love, service, responsibility, 

charity, worship, shared, stewardship, noticed, respected, 

included, appreciated, recognised, secure 

 


