
Year 4 Spring Term Curriculum - Parent Information 

 

Subject Learning at School Learning at Home 

English 
 

 

 

In English, we will be looking at the 

following texts: 

• Ancient Myths Collection by Geraldine 

McCaughrean. 

• The Romans: Gods, Emperors and 

dormice by Marcia Williams 

• The Day I Swapped my Dad for Two 

Goldfish by Neil Gaimen. 

• Leon and the Place Between by Graeme 

Baker Smith. 

 

We will be developing the following key 

skills: 

 

• To read with understanding and justify 

opinions. 

• To explain or give reasons for views or 

choices. 

• To vary choice of noun and to avoid 

repetition. 

• To plan effectively. 

• To vary sentence structure. 

• To demonstrate active listening 

through commenting or asking for an 

explanation. 
 

Please ensure your child reads for at least twenty minutes each night. 

It would significantly benefit the children when reading at home to 

have lots of opportunities to answer questions about what they have 

read, to ensure they have understood it.  

Below are some ways to support your child as you listen to them read:  

• Encourage children to use their phonic knowledge to read new 

vocabulary; 

• Encourage your child to use expression; 

• Focus on the punctuation on each page, for example, exclamation 

marks. Ask: what are these for? What should you do when you 

see an exclamation mark when reading?  

• Discuss and ask questions about the different aspects of the 

story such as the plot, setting or how a character is feeling and 

why.  

Please encourage your child to record of all of their reading in their 

Reading Record book and check and sign it weekly for them (this 

includes home books as well as school reading books).  

Support your child to learn and recap the weekly spelling rules and use 

dictionaries to check the meaning and spelling of unfamiliar words.  

Use a thesaurus to extend vocabulary.  

Practise joined handwriting.  

Spelling Homework – sent home on a Friday for a test or other activity 

the following Friday. 



Maths  

 

In Maths we will be looking at the 

following units of work: 

• Time 

• Fractions (equivalence, comparing and 

ordering, adding and subtracting) 

• 3D shapes 

• Perpendicular and Parallel lines 

• Problem Solving using measures 

• Decimals 

 

You can support your child at home by: 

• Carry on practising and consolidating times tables skills 

using TT Rockstars. 

• Use real life measuring skills with your children, for 

example in cooking, telling the time, measuring your height 

and counting/using money. 

• Discuss real world examples of fractions such as dividing 

cakes, pizza, chocolate bars. 

• Increase fluency by playing games that involve mental 

arithmetic skills e.g Scrabble, Snakes and Ladders.  

RE 

 

Our topic in RE is ‘Being A Sacramental 

People’ 

In this unit we will be: 

• Recognising, describing and explaining 

ways in which people act because of their 

faith; 

• Explaining how religious beliefs shape life; 

• Recognising, describing and explaining 

signs, symbols, words and actions in the 

Sacrament of Reconciliation; 

• Describing and explaining the meaning and 

purpose of the Sacraments of Healing; 

• Recognising the need for healing in the 

world. 

 

• Share the Wednesday Word with your child (sent home by 

Parent Mail each week). 

• Talk about your own ideas and beliefs. 

• Help your child to feel God’s presence in their everyday life. 

Key Vocabulary 

Sacraments, healing, anointing, words, actions, symbols, elements, 

‘make present’, presence of God, oil, rings, bread and wine, water 

Sin, Reconciliation, Penance, sorrow, making things right, holy, 

sacred, grace-filled. 

Science 

 

Our topics in Science are ‘Animals including 

humans’ and ‘Electricity’ 

In ‘Animals including humans’ we will be: 

• Describe the simple functions of the basic 

parts of the digestive system in humans. 

Use the following websites to help your child secure their 

knowledge of these topics: 

BBC Bitesize - https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zn22pv4 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z2882hv/articles/zcwnv9q 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zn22pv4


 

•Identifying different types of teeth in 

humans and their simple functions.  

• Recognising the importance of looking after 

our teeth. 

 Constructing food chains, identifying 

producers, predators and prey.  

 

In ‘Electricity’ we will be: 

• Representing a simple circuit in a diagram 

and describing how it works. 

• Using a switch in a simple circuit. 

• Researching how electricity is generated 

and transmitted to the classroom. 

• Discussing electricity transmission in the 

future. 

 

In both topics we will be: 

Developing skills of working scientifically.  

Performing simple tests. 

Classifying and recording. 

• There are a huge range of fiction and non-fiction books 

about Animals and Electricity to engage your child’s 

interest in the subject.  

  

• Look at the different objects in your home that use 

electricity.  

• Encourage your child to clean their teeth correctly and to 

visit the dentist regularly. 

• Write a diary for a week describing what foods have been 

eaten and the impact this has on teeth. 

 

Key Vocabulary  

Animals including humans – mouth, oesophagus, stomach, small 

intestine, large intestine, digestive system, mechanical, process, 

water, saliva, chemicals, enzyme, teeth, canine, incisor, premolar, 

molar, jaw, producer, consumer. 

Electricity – electricity, electrical, mains, battery, power, solar, 

sound, light, heat, cell, bulb, buzzer, motor, circuit, switch, flow, 

break, positive, negative, tilt, property, conductor, insulator, 

electron. 

History 

 

Our topic in History is The Romans and 

Italy. 

In this unit we will be: 

• Developing an understanding of 

chronology; 

• Asking and answering questions about 

changes, similarities and differences. 

• Understanding Roman life. 

• Looking at the Roman army and what 

impact they had on Britain. 

 

Some useful websites that will help your child to develop an 

understanding of Italy and The Romans. 

BBC Bitesize 

BBC Teach 

 

Visit the library and look out for books about the Romans or Italy. 

Talk to friends or family who have visited Italy. 

 

If possible, show children where Britain and Italy are on a globe 

or in an atlas. 

 



• Looking at Boudica and her impact on 

British history. 

 

• Studying Roman Gods. 

 

 

Key Vocabulary 

Romans, Italy, Rome, Milan, Euro, Celts, Boudica, impact, legacy, 

Jupiter, Mars, Venus, Saturn, Juno, army, Britain, era, timeline, 

fall of the Roman Empire, Europe,  

Geography 

 

Our topic in Geography is Volcanoes and 

Earthquakes. 

In this unit we will be: 

Describing and understanding the key 

aspects of volcanoes and earthquakes. 

Describing and identifying how a place has 

changed. 

Understanding that below the ground the 

Earth’s crust is made up of multiple tectonic 

plates. 

 

 

Key vocabulary 

Crater, earthquakes, volcanoes, environment, tectonic plates, 

mountains, faults, weather, landslides, magma, magnitude, mantle, 

Richter scale. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PE 

 

Our PE topics for the first half of the 

term will be: 

• Dance 

• Net/Wall activities 

Our PE topics for the second half of the 

term will be: 

• Gymnastics 

• Invasion games 

PE sessions will continue to be on Tuesdays and Thursdays. Plain 

dark track-suit bottoms and a sweatshirt will also be needed 

whilst the weather is colder. 

Music 

 

In Music, our topics will be: 

• Stop! 

• Lean on me 

 

• Think about the rhythm and beat when listening to songs at 

home.  

• Discuss what you like/dislike about different songs and why. 

• Listen to other songs that are in the same style or by the same 

artist. 



 

Art 

 

In Art, our topic will be European Artists 

The children will be: 

• Exploring the work of Anselm Kiefer, 

Michelangelo, Le Corbusier, Rembrandt, 

Coco Chanel and Salvador Dali 

• Know and create pieces of art work 

connected to the artists, designers and 

architects. 

• Making ‘shape’ buildings. 

• Creating mosaics. 

• Research the artists and some of their works.  

• Discuss preferences and encourage children to talk about what 

they like/dislike. 

Key Vocabulary 

landscape, architect, collage, abstract, portrait, canvas, modelling, 

mood, feeling, building, mosaic, plan develop, create. 

 

 

DT 

 

In DT, our topic will be Battery Operated 

Light 

The children will be: 

• Using research to help develop design 

criteria; 

• Describing the purpose and features of 

product. 

• Planning what we are going to make and how 

we are going to make it. 

• Selecting and using appropriate tools and 

equipment when working with a range of 

materials, paying attention to quality of 

finish and function. 

• Design and make your own models based on Light. 

Key Vocabulary 

Observation, placement, sketch, shade, tint, develop, plan, 

circuits, symbols, components, series, switch, fault, parallel, light, 

switch, effect, battery. 

Computing 

 

In Computing, our topics will be 

Spreadsheets and Logo. 

The children will be: 

• Use logical reasoning to explain how 

some simple algorithms work and to 

Key Vocabulary 

Algorithm, repetition, timers, selection, webpage, errors, network, 

hardware, communication, digital content. 

 

 



 

 

detect and correct errors in 

algorithms and programs. 

• Understanding computer networks  

• Use search technologies effectively. 

• Select, use and combine a variety of 

software.  

• Understanding how to keep themselves 

safe online. 

• Talk about internet safety. 

 

 

 

 

 

Modern Foreign 

Languages 

 

In French, our topics will be Habitats and 

At the Cafe 

The children will be: 

• Learning the vocabulary for habitats and 

food and drink items; 

• Using learnt vocabulary in short 

conversations; 

• Ordering food and drink in a roleplay café. 

 

• Research names for habitats and food and drink. 

• Use the vocabulary in conversation, for example when ordering 

food at a café or sitting down at the table to eat breakfast, lunch 

or dinner. 

• Practise using the new vocabulary in context for the topic. 

 

Key Vocabulary 

Le frites, le café, l’eau, le jus orange, le jus de pomme, le lait, le 

the, le hamburger, le pain, le poisson, le sandwich. 

Relationship & 

Health 

Education 

 

In RHE, our topics will be: 

• Emotional Well-Being  

• Life Cycles  

• Religious Understanding  

• Personal Relationships 

Key Vocabulary 

Emotion, sadness, anger, happiness, social media, risky, unhealthy, 

image, unacceptable, healthy, emotion. 

 


