
Year 3 Spring Term Curriculum - Parent Information 

 

Subject Learning at School Learning at Home 

English 
 

 

 

In English, we will looking at the following 

texts: 

• And Tango makes Three by Justin 

Richardson and Peter Parnell   

• The True Story of the Three Little 

Pigs by Jon Scieszka 

• The Finger Eater by Dick King Smith 

• Atlas of Adventures illustrated by 

Lucy Letherland 
 

We will be developing the following key 

skills: 

• Looking at questioning of reading and 

spoken language. 

• Writing formally and informally. 

• Using a variety of sentences 

structures, such as: single clause 

sentences and multi-clause sentences 

using a variety of conjunctions.  

• Using a range of punctuation to 

demarcate sentences.  

• Maintaining the use of the present 

and past tenses correctly and 

consistently.  

• Using knowledge of phonics and 

morphology to support accuracy with 

Please ensure your child reads for at least twenty minutes each 

night. It would significantly benefit the children when reading at 

home to have lots of opportunities to answer questions about what 

they have read, to ensure they have understood it.  Questions are 

available in the back of the reading books that the children bring 

home.   

Below are some ways to support your child as you listen to them read:  

• Encourage children to use their phonic knowledge to read new 

vocabulary; 

• Encourage your child to use expression; 

• Focus on the punctuation on each page, for example, 

exclamation marks. Ask: what are these for? What should you 

do when you see an exclamation mark when reading?  

• Discuss and ask questions about the different aspects of the 

story such as the plot, setting or how a character is feeling 

and why. 

•   

Please record your Reading Record child’s reading in the yellow 

reading diary and indicate what page they have read to and the 

page number.  

 

Support your child to learn and recap the weekly spelling rules and 

use dictionaries to check the meaning and spelling of unfamiliar 

words.  

Use a thesaurus to extend vocabulary.  

Practise joining handwriting.  

Spelling Homework – this is posted onto Google classroom on Friday 



spelling. 

• Independently proof-reading and 

editing writing. 

for a test  or another activity the following Friday . 

Maths  

 

In Maths we will be looking at the 

following units of work: 

• Multiplication and division facts  

• Statistics  

• Fractions  

• Multiplication written methods  

 

You can support your child at home by: 

• Carry on practising and consolidating times tables skills using 

TT Rockstars. 

• Practice the related division facts for the times tables.  

• Discuss real world examples of fractions such as dividing 

cakes, pizza, chocolate bars.   

• Increase fluency by playing games that involve mental 

arithmetic skills eg Scrabble, Snakes and Ladders.  

RE 

 

Our topic in RE is ‘Being A Sacramental 

People’ 

In this unit we will be: 

• Recognising, describing and explaining 

ways in which people act because of their 

faith; 

• Explaining how religious beliefs shape 

life; 

• Recognising, describing and explaining 

signs, symbols, words and actions in the 

Sacrament of Reconciliation; 

• Describing and explaining the meaning 

and purpose of the Sacraments of 

Healing; 

• Recognising the need for healing in the 

world. 

 

• Share the Wednesday Word with your child (sent home by Parent 

Mail each week). 

• Talk about your own ideas and beliefs. 

• Help your child to feel God’s presence in their everyday life. 

Key Vocabulary 

Sacraments, healing, anointing, words, actions, symbols, elements, 

‘make present’, presence of God, oil, rings, bread and wine, water Sin, 

Reconciliation, Penance,Contrition, sorrow, making things right, holy, 

sacred, grace-filled 

Science 

 

Our topics in Science are ‘Forces and 

Magnets’ and ‘Rocks and soils’ 

In ‘Forces and Magnets’ we will be: 

Use the following websites to help your child secure their knowledge 

of these topics: 

Forces and Magnets https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zyttyrd 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zyttyrd


 

• comparing how things move on 

different surfaces  

• noticing that some forces need 

contact between 2 objects, but 

magnetic forces can act at a distance  

• observing how magnets attract or 

repel each other and attract some 

materials and not others  

• Comparing and grouping together a 

variety of everyday materials on the 

basis of whether they are attracted 

to a magnet, and identify some 

magnetic materials  

• Describing magnets as having 2 poles  

• Predicting whether 2 magnets will 

attract or repel each other, 

depending on which poles are facing 

 

 

In ‘Rocks and Soils’ we will be:  

• Comparing and grouping together 

different kinds of rocks on the basis of 

their appearance and simple physical 

properties.  

• Describing in simple terms how fossils 

are formed when things that have lived 

are trapped within rock  

• recognising that soils are made from 

rocks and organic matter 

 

Rocks and soils  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z9bbkqt  

 

• Encourage your child to test household materials to see if they 

are magnetic.   

• When walking/on the beach, look out for interesting rocks and 

stones and the differing soil.   

Key Vocabulary  

Forces and Magnets - push, pull, twist, force, air, turns, fast, slow, 

slows down, material, surface, magnet, attracts, magnetic material, 

magnetism, acts at a distance, non -magnetic material, metal, non-

metal, strength, north pole, south pole, repel, 

 

Rock and Soil - Sandstone, granite, chalk, limestone, marble, pumice, 

rough, smooth, hard, soft, rock, stone, pebble, texture, particle, 

crystal, granule, soil, 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z9bbkqt


History 

 

Our topic in History is ‘Stone age to Iron 

age’ 

In this unit we will be: 

• Looking at and understanding an 

individual in the Stone Age period. 

• Understanding the impact of framing 

on early man. 

• Learning about the Study of Skara 

Brae. 

• Understanding the impact Skara Brae 

had on our knowledge of early man. 

• Learning about the building of 

Stonehenge. 

• Understanding the changes from the 

Stone Age to the Iron Age.  

• Using and applying knowledge of time 

period to investigate a source based 

history mystery.  
 

 

Some useful websites are:  

 https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z82hsbk  

Visit the library and look out for books about stone age and iron age.   

Visit stone age if you are in that local area.  

 

Key Vocabulary 

Stone Age, Iron Age, Bronze Age, Early Man, Agriculture, Skara 

Brae, Stonehenge, Sources 

Geography 

 

Our topic in Geography is ‘Rivers and the 

water cycle.  

In this unit we will: 

• Consider how water is distributed 

across the world and the impact 

water has on people’s lives. 

• Identify seasonal and daily weather 

patterns in the rainforest locations 

of the world. 

• Understand the water cycle  

• Find out about rivers and how they 

Useful websites: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z849q6f/articles/z7w8pg8  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zkgg87h/articles/z3wpp39 

 

Have a walk and look at local rivers.   

Talk to your child about the water cycle. 

 

Key Vocabulary: Source, Upper course/ Middle course, Lower 

course, Channel, Tributaries 

Transportation, Meander, Mouth, Precipitation, Discharge, 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z82hsbk
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z849q6f/articles/z7w8pg8
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zkgg87h/articles/z3wpp39


erode, transport and deposit 

materials. 

• Find out why rivers are important. 

• To find out about the causes of river 

pollution and the effect it has on the 

environment. 

• To investigate a river in detail 

including the effects on the 

environment and landscape 

 

Evaporation, Transpiration, Basin, Current 

Dam, Rapid, Reservoir 

 

PE 

 

Our PE topics for the first half of the 

term will be: 

• Dance 

• Invasion Games 

Our PE topics for the second half of the 

term will be: 

• Net/Wall activities 

• Gymnastics 

PE sessions will continue to be on Thursday’s and Friday’s.   Plain dark 

track-suit bottoms and a sweatshirt will also be needed whilst the 

weather is colder. 

Music 

 

In music, our topics will be: 

• Three Little Birds  

• The dragon song  

• Listen to these songs at home.  

• Think about the rhythm and beat.  

• Discuss what you like/dislike about them and why. 

• Listen to other songs that are in the same style or by the same 

artist. 

Art 

 

In Art, our topic will British Art. 

The children will be: 

• using a range of media for making 

portraits 

• Learn how to make ‘sensory’ boxes 

• create abstract ‘cut ups’, 

• Research the artists and some of their works.  

• Discuss preferences and encourage children to talk about what 

they like/dislike. 

 

Useful website to explore:  

https://www.tate.org.uk/kids/explore  

https://www.tate.org.uk/kids/explore


• tell stories in pictures and write 

memory postcards to create quality 

artwork that shows progression in 

skills. 

• The children will also have the 

opportunity to explore the work of 

British artists Thomas Gainsborough, 

Lucian Freud, Howard Hodgkin, Anish 

Kapoor, Paula Rego and Sonia Boyce. 

Key Vocabulary 

Charcoal pencils, Shading, Stippling, Crosshatching, Accuracy, 

Dotting, Scratching, Splashing, Colour wheel, Tone 

Shape, Form, Model, Construct, Malleable, Rigid, Plan, Develop, 

Adhesives, Aesthetics, Relief, Impressed, Moonprinting, Colour 

mixing, Overlapping, Surfaces, Maquette. 

 

 

DT 

 

In DT, our topic will be ‘Mechanical parts’  

The children will be: 

• Exploring how mechanical systems 

work. 

• Draw a design which uses annotations 

to 

          add some detail. 

• Develop design criteria to inform the 

design of innovative products aimed 

at a particular audience. 

• Make a prototype and well finished 

poster which aims to have two 

lever/linkage mechanisms. 

• Use design criteria to help guide the 

• evaluation process. 

Key Vocabulary 

Levers 

Linkages 

Mechanical systems 

Prototypes 

Loose pivot 

Fixed pivot 

 

Practice Making leavers and links out of paper and card.  What can 

you make?  

 

Computing 

 
 

In computing, our topic will be coding and  

The children will be able to: 

• Turn a simple real-life situation into 

an algorithm for a program by 

deconstructing it into manageable 

parts 

Key vocabulary:  

Flowchart, program, procedure , object, coding, Timer, sequence, 

Repeat, command, properties, turtle, Algorithm, Real-life situation, 

Errors, Logically. 

 

Make your own simple algorithims at home by writing instructions to 



 • Identify an error within their 

program that prevents it following 

the desired algorithm and then fix it. 

• Design and code a program that 

follows a simple sequence 

direct someone across the room, in the garden etc.   

Modern Foreign 

Languages 

 

In French, our topics will be Animals and 

Musical instruments.  

The children will be: 

• Learning the vocabulary for the 

names of animals and instruments  

• Using learnt vocabulary in short 

conversations 

• Communicate with others using simple 

words and short phrases 

• Read familiar words and short 

phrases accurately 

• Understand the meaning in English of 

short words we read in the foreign 

language. 

• Write familiar words & short phrases 

using a model or vocabulary list. EG: 

'I play the piano'. 'I like apples'. 

• Research names for animals and instruments.  

• Practise using the new vocabulary in context for the topic. 

 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

Relationship & 

Health 

Education 

 

In RHE, our topics will be: 

• Emotional Well-Being 

• Life Cycles 

• Religious Understanding  

• Personal Relationships 

 

In these topics the children will learn about 

differences, respecting our bodies, puberty 

and changing bodies, strategies to support 

emotional wellbeing including practicing 

thankfulness, the development of the 

children’s understanding of life after birth.   

Talk to your child about  

• Recognising that images in the media do not always reflect 

reality and can affect how people feel about themselves.   

• Some behaviour is wrong, unacceptable, unhealthy and risky; 

• Thankfulness builds resilience against feelings of envy, 

inadequacy and insecurity and against pressure from peers and 

the media. 

• Read the Parable of The Prodigal Son  and discuss what it 

means for them personally 

 

Key Vocabulary:  

Embraces, guides, forgiveness, reconcile, forgiveness, reconciliation, 

relationship, intrinsic, happiness, Social media, real life, feelings, 

trust, understanding, resilience, envy, inadequacy, insecurity, 

pressure, social media, and peers. 

 


