
Year 2 Summer Term Curriculum - Parent Information 

 

Subject Learning at School Learning at Home 

English 
 

 

In English, we will looking at the following texts: 

Monsters: an owner’s guide by Jonathan Emmett & 

Mark Oliver 

Hansel & Gretel – Various 

Baba Yaga - Various 

How to Wash a Woolly Mammoth by Michelle Robinson. 

Poetry – Various 

How to catch a star by Oliver Jeffers 

Julian is a Mermaid by Jessica Love 

 

We will be developing the following key skills: 

• Retrieving information from a text. 

• Using knowledge of a text to draw 

inferences and justifying inferences with 

evidence. 

• Making comparisons between two texts. 

• Reading, writing and performing free verse. 

• Revising different types of sentences such 

as command, statement, question and 

exclamation. 

• Gathering notes and sorting information 

from a text. 

• Making own notes into complete sentences 

that is clear to the reader. 

• Understanding the purpose of instructions 

• To plan a sequence of ordered commands 

• Choosing adjectives to create expanded noun 

Please ensure your child reads for at least ten 

minutes each night. It would significantly benefit the 

children when reading at home to have lots of 

opportunities to answer questions about what they 

have read, to ensure they have understood it.  

Below are some ways to support your child as you 

listen to them read:  

• Encourage children to use their phonic 

knowledge to read new vocabulary; 

• Encourage your child to use expression; 

• Focus on the punctuation on each page, for 

example, exclamation marks. Ask: what are 

these for? What should you do when you see an 

exclamation mark when reading?  

• Discuss and ask questions about the different 

aspects of the story such as the plot, setting or 

how a character is feeling and why.  

     Please record of all of their reading in their Reading 

Record book and sign it (this includes home books as 

well as school reading books). 

Support your child to learn and recap the weekly 

spelling rules and use dictionaries to check the 

meaning and spelling of unfamiliar words. 



phrases. 

• Using a wide range of conjunctions to expand 

sentences. 

• To develop fluent and legible handwriting 

• Using knowledge of phonics and morphology 

to support accuracy with spelling. 

• To proofread and edit work for spelling, accuracy 

and sense. 

 

Spelling Homework – set on spelling shed on a 

Thursday for an assessment the following 

Wednesday 

Practise joined handwriting. 

. 

Maths  

 

In Maths we will be covering the following areas: 

 

Fractions –  

• identifying parts of a whole 

• finding a half, quarter and third 

• Equivalence of ½ and 2/4. 

 

Geometry –  

• Looking at 2D and 3D shapes.  

• Identifying and counting sides and vertices.   

• Sorting 2D and 3D shapes 

• Making patterns with 3D shapes 

• Position and direction – clockwise and anti-

clockwise 

• Describe movements and turns 

 

Time –  

• Find durations of time 

• Compare durations of time 

 

Here are some ways you can help your child at home: 

 

• Find fractions of quantities as well as 

objects/shapes. E.g gather their teddies and 

find out how much half or 3 quarters is.  Bake a 

cake/cook a pizza and talk about the fractions 

of slices.  Playdoh is a great resources for 

playing around with fractions too. 

 

• Maths Frame - shape sorting games 

 

• Continue practising telling the time at home.  

Also discuss durations of time – half an hour, 

one hour, 15 minutes.  Compare durations of 

time e.g. 1 hour is longer than 45 minutes 

despite 45 being a larger number 

 

Fluency of addition and subtraction facts to 10 and 

then 20 is a vital skill.  This can be practised at home 

for 5 or 10 minutes a day to keep the skills sharp.  

https://mathsframe.co.uk/en/resources/category/19/shape-and-space


Four operations –  

• Addition 

• Subtraction 

• Multiplication 

• Division 

 

We will be using our knowledge and skills from previous 

learning to solve problems.  Reasoning is an important 

element of mathematical understanding.  Therefore, 

the children will continue to develop their ability to 

explain their understanding through reasoning 

questions. 

 

 

Link knowledge of addition and subtraction facts to 10 

to those up to 20.  E.g. If 10 – 2 = 8 then 20 – 2 = 18 

Hit the Button is a great game for lots of fluency 

skills 
 

Practise times tables daily.  Use Times table 

Rockstars, sing songs, play other online or practical 

games.   

 

Recognise that the inverse of multiplication is division 

and match the facts for 2s, 5s and 10 times tables. 

(e.g., I know 2 x 5 = 10 therefore I know 10 ÷ 2 = 5) 

RE 

 

Our topics in RE are ‘Easter’, ‘Pentecost’ and ‘Other 

Faiths (Islam)’ 

In the ‘Easter’ and ‘Pentecost’ units we will be: 

• Recognising and retelling the story of the 

resurrection and the coming of the Holy Spirit. 

• Recognising how the disciples changed through the 

power of the Holy Spirit.  

• Recognising how the Holy Spirit helps Christians in 

their own lives.  

• Describing ways in which Christians spread the 

word of the Good News of Jesus in their lives.  

 

In ‘Other Faiths’ we will be: 

• Describing how Muslims prepare for prayer. 

• Comparing the life of a Muslim child with the life of 

a Christian child.  

•  

• Share the Wednesday Word with your child (sent 

home by Parent Mail each week). 

• Talk about your own ideas and beliefs. 

• Help your child to feel God’s presence in their 

everyday life. 

Key Vocabulary 

Easter, New Life, message, risen, Resurrection, Holy 

Spirit, Ascension, witnesses, blessing, Pentecost, 

promise, Good News, Holy Spirit, Islam, Muslim, Qur’an, 

prayer mat 

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button


Science 

 

 

Our topics in Science are ‘Living things and their 

habitats’ and ‘Plants’ 

 

In ‘Living things in their Habitats’ we will be: 

• Exploring the school garden and the school wildlife 

area to observe the habitats and minibeasts in the 

school grounds. 

• Identifying how animals are suited to their 

habitats and how living things depend on each 

other.  

• Identifying and constructing food chains.   

• Exploring how the sun’s energy travels through a 

food chain.  

• Explaining the transfer of energy through a food 

chain, co-dependence of plants and animals and the 

effect of climate change.  

 

In ‘Plants’ we will be: 

• Observing and recording a variety of plants in the 

local environment. 

• Describing how seeds and bulbs grow into plants.  

• Performing tests to compare and understand what 

plants need to germinate and grow.  

• Recognising and explaining the life cycle of plants. 

• Recording and explaining findings from a comparative 

test.  

• Describing how we depend on plants.   

  

In both topics we will be: 

Reporting and presenting findings from enquiries with 

support. 

Use the following websites to help your child secure 

their knowledge of these topics: 

Habitats and the environment - KS1 Science - BBC 

Bitesize 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zpxnyrd 

 

• Discuss the habitats of different animals and 

what their basic needs would be.  

• See if you can identify a microhabitat in your 

garden or surrounding area. What minibeasts 

can you see? What is their environment like? 

• Discuss where their food comes from. Help 

them to recognise that some of their food 

comes from plants directly or through the food 

chain originally came from plants. What part of 

the plant are they eating? 

• You could plant your own seeds and observe 

them or even observe changes in your own 

garden.  

Key Vocabulary  

 

Living things and their habitats –  

Life process, living, non-living, dead, never alive, 

movement, respiration, sensitivity, growth, 

reproduction, excretion, nutrition, habitat, conditions, 

survive, urban, woodland, pond, minibeast, 

microhabitat, conditions, adaptation, depend, food 

chain, consumer, producer, predator, prey, herbivore, 

carnivore, omnivore, transfer of energy.  

 

Plants 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zx882hv
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zx882hv
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zpxnyrd


 Seeds, plant bulb, grow, investigate, bean, soil, light, 

dark, water, germinate, alive, food store, fair test 

History 

 

 
Our topic for the first half term with be ‘Mary 

Seacole’. 

In this unit we will be: 

• Using visual clues to decide things about Mary 

Seacole 

• Sequencing in the main events in Mary’s life 

• Explaining how Mary’s actions improved the lives 

of the soldiers in the Crimean war 

• Identifying ways that Mary’s life changed after 

the Crimean war 

• Identifying characteristics that made Mary so 

special 

• Discussing the reasons why Mary Seacole or 

Florence Nightingale should have a statue in 

their honour 

 

Key vocabulary 

famous, nurse, history, past, plaque, statue, Crimean 

war, soldiers, Jamaica, sequence, events, sources, 

important, significant, battlefield, achievements, 

compare, medals, hardship, fortunes, graph 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Geography 

 

Our topic in the second half of the term is ‘Jamaica’ 

In this unit we will be: 

 

• Compare our local area to a non-European country 

(Jamaica) 

• Use basic vocabulary to describe a less familiar 

area 

• Compare weather patterns, landmarks, placement 

Key vocabulary 

Jamaica, physical, human, features, climate, north, 

south, east, west, North America, weather, landmarks, 

island 

 

Have you, or anyone you know, been to Jamaica?  Let 



on a map, features of an island 

 

Mrs Luckraft know. 

 

 

 

PE 

 

Our PE topics for the first half of the term will be: 

• Striking and fielding 

• Invasion games 

Our PE topics for the second half of the term will 

be: 

• Athletics 

• Sports day activities 

PE sessions will continue to be on Mondays and 

Wednesdays. Please ensure your child comes to school 

in the correct PE kit on these days. This is a purple 

polo shirt carrying school logo, navy shorts, white 

socks and trainers (Velcro please unless they can lace 

their own shoes). In cold weather they will need a navy 

sweatshirt and navy jogging bottoms. In warmer 

weather a sun hat will be needed. A water bottle 

should be brought to school daily with water only 

please – no squash.  

Music 

 

In music, our topic will be Friendship Songs 

The children will be: 

• Listening to and appraising songs 

• Learning to sing songs.  

• Playing instruments. 

• Composing our own music 

• Listen to songs about friendship at home (e.g. 

You’ve got a Friend in Me by Randy Newman, Count 

on Me by Bruno Mars and We Go Together from 

the Grease soundtrack.) 

• Think about the rhythm and beat.  

• Discuss what you like/dislike about songs you listen 

to and why. 

• Identify musical instruments you can hear 

• Explore Yolanda's Band Jam on CBeebies iPlayer 

and radio 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/shows/yolandas-band-jam
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/shows/yolandas-band-jam


Art 

 

In Art, our topic will be Let’s Sculpt! 

The children will be: 

• Sculpting using ‘junk modelling’, sugar cubes, 

plastic spoons and bread dough 

• Creating sculptures of people and buildings 

 

Sculptors we will be learning about are: 

Marc Quinn, Michelle Reader, Barbara Hepworth, Jill 

Townsley, Brendan Jamison and Eva Rothschild 

 

 

 

• Research the artists and some of their works. 

• Discuss preferences and encourage children to talk 

about what they like/dislike. 

• You could visit a local or national art gallery 

Key Vocabulary 

Scuplt, model, texture, create, figure, landmark, 

abstract, secure, fasten, make, evaluate 

 

DT 

 

In DT, our topic will be Pirate Paddy’s Packed Lunch 

The children will be: 

 

• Exploring what makes a good packed lunch box – 

fit for purpose 

• Exploring materials 

• Making the lunchbox 

• Testing the lunchbox 

• Improving the lunchbox 

 

• Explore different containers used for food 

items in your kitchen.  What do they have in 

common? 

Key Vocabulary: 

Materials, suitable, fasten, attach, waterproof, 

container, plastic, cardboard, paper, foil, make, test, 

evaluate 

Computing Our topics in ICT are ‘Questioning’ and ‘Effective 

searching’  

 

In ‘Questioning’ we will be: 

• Organising data using a database.  

• Answering simple questions using a pictogram.  

• Using a binary tree to separate information and 

answer questions.   

 

Support your child in logging onto purple mash and 

exploring the tools and games available.  

 

Discuss these questions 

How can I search the internet? 

How does a pictogram show information? 

How is information organised in a binary tree? 

How can a database help organise information? 

 



In ‘Effective searching’ we will be: 

• Understanding the internet and searching.  

• Searching the internet.  

• Sharing knowledge of the internet and effective 

searching. 

 

In ‘Making Music’ we will be: 

• Explore, edit and combine sounds using 

2Sequence. 

• Add sounds to a tune to improve it.  

• Create own sounds and use a bank of sounds to 

create own digital tunes.  

 

Key Vocabulary 

Pictogram, collate, avatar, question, binary tree, data, 

database, internet, search, search engine, soundtrack, 

tempo, instrument, sound effects, bpm, composition, 

digitally.  

 

Relationship & 

Health Education 

 

In RHE, our topics will be: 

• Created to Live in Community  

• Religious Understanding 

• Living in the Wider World 

Discuss topics with your child and answer any 

questions they may have.  

 


