
Year 2 Spring Term Curriculum - Parent Information 

 

Subject Learning at School Learning at Home 

English 
 

 

In English, we will looking at the following texts: 

• ‘The Midnight Fair’ by Gideon Sterer 

• ‘Find Out! Shark’ by Sarah Fowler 

• ‘Hansel and Gretel’ by Anthony Browne 

• ‘Baba Yaga’ by Tony Bradman 

• ‘The Diary of a Wombat’ by Jackie French 

• ‘Blue balloons’ and ‘Rabbit Ears’ by Hilda Offen 

• ‘The Blue Balloon’ by Mick Inkpen 

 

We will be developing the following key skills: 

• Making comparisons between two texts. 

• Using knowledge of a text to draw inferences 

and justifying inferences with evidence.  

• Using past & present tenses correctly in 

speech and writing.  

• Choosing adjectives to create expanded noun 

phrases. 

• Using co-ordinating and subordinating 

conjunctions to expand sentences.  

• Gathering notes and sorting information from 

a non-fiction text. 

• Making own notes into complete sentences 

that is clear to the reader.  

• Using a range of punctuation to demarcate 

sentences. 

• Using knowledge of phonics and morphology to 

support accuracy with spelling. 

Please ensure your child reads for at least ten minutes 

each night and record all reading in the reading diary.  

 

Your child will be bringing home two types of books: 

Reading practise book – This is a book which they 

should be able to read fluently and independently. They 

should only need to stop and decode a small percentage 

of words in this book. Please do not worry if you feel 

this book is too easy as the aim is to develop fluency and 

comprehension. We may feel the need to ask your child 

to re-read some books at the same level if we feel your 

child needs to before moving onto the next level. Some 

children will keep the same book for the week.  

Ways to support your child as you listen to them read:  
• Encourage children to use their phonic knowledge to read 

new vocabulary and discuss the meaning of any new 

vocabulary. 

• Encourage your child’s reading fluency by re-reading small 

sections of text.  

• Discuss and ask questions about the different aspects of 

the story such as the plot, setting or how a character is 

feeling and why.  

Sharing book – This is a book your child will have chosen 

themselves from the library. It is a book that they can 

share with you at home to encourage their reading for 

pleasure. They may need help to read this book or you 

might want to read it to them.  

Ways to support your child’s pleasure in reading: 
• Discuss the pictures. 



• To proofread and edit work for spelling, 

accuracy and sense. 

 

• Enjoy the story. 

• Predict what might happen. 

• Use expression when reading.  

• Explore facts in a non-fiction book.  

 

Handwriting- practise correct formation of letters. 

Resources on google classroom. 

Spelling Homework – set on spelling shed on a Thursday 

for an assessment the following Friday. 

Maths  

 

In Maths we will be covering the following areas: 

• Money 

• Multiplication – including doubling and halving 

• Length and Height 

• Mass, capacity and temperature 

Below are some ways you can support your child’s 

learning at home: 

 

Use the Maths Zone on Google Classroom. 

 

Use play or real money to play at home 

 

• Find different ways of making the same amount 

e.g. 50p 

• Set up a shop that engages your child’s interests 

(e.g. Lego models, Barbies, supermarket). Practise 

adding small values together, calculating change. 

 

Measure length and height of objects around the house. 

Decide whether a tape measure or ruler is the best to 

use. Estimate the length of an object before measuring. 

 

Baking and bath time are good opportunities to explore 

mass and capacity.  If you don’t already own a 

traditional thermometer, it would be useful to have one 

so that your child can practise reading the temperature 

against the scale. 

 



Fluency of addition and subtraction facts to 10 and then 

20 is a vital skill.  This can be practised at home for 5 or 

10 minutes a day to keep the skills sharp.  Link 

knowledge of addition and subtraction facts to 10 to 

those up to 20.  E.g. If 10 – 2 = 8 then 20 – 2 = 18 

Hit the Button is a great game for lots of fluency skills 
 
 

Practise times tables daily.  Use Times table Rockstars, 

sing songs, play other online or practical games 

RE 

 

Our first topic of the term is ‘Books’ (Local 

Church). 

The children will be: 

• Recognising how the Bible is a special book and 

discussing some of the stories in the Bible.  

• Recognising and naming some of the special 

books used in church and the people who use 

them.  

• Retelling some of the stories about Jesus. 

• Describing how the Gospels are used by the 

parish family.  

• Using religious words and phrases to describe 

the actions and symbols related to proclaiming 

the Gospel.  

 

Our second topic of the term is ‘Giving: 

Opportunities’ (Lent/Easter) 

The children will be: 

• Recognising some religious stories connected 

with Lent, Holy Week and Easter.  

• Share the Wednesday Word with your child (sent 

home by Parent Mail each week). 

• Talk about your own ideas and beliefs. 

• Help your child to feel God’s presence in their 

everyday life. 

Key Vocabulary 

 

Books 

Books, library, text book, reverence, respect, Scripture, 

lectern, Gospel, Bible, New Testament, Old Testament, 

genre, thurible, missal. 

 

Giving: Opportunities 

Opportunities, sharing, giving, lent, Holy Week, Easter, 

Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, Easter 

Sunday 

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button


• Recognising some religious signs and symbols 

associated with Lent, Holy Week and Easter 

and use appropriate religious vocabulary 

connected with them.  

• Recognising that some Christians use the time 

of Lent opportunity to choose to do good.  

• Asking questions about what they and others 

wonder about how people make choices and 

realise that some of these questions are 

difficult to answer.  

• Retelling the some of the events of Palm 

Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and 

Easter Sunday.  

Science 

 

 

Our topics in Science are ‘Uses of everyday 

materials’ and ‘The Environment’.  

 

In ‘Uses of everyday materials’ we will be: 

• Identifying the uses of different everyday 

materials.  

• Comparing the suitability of everyday materials.  

• Discovering and describing how the shapes of 

objects from different materials can be changed.  

• Finding out about different inventors of new 

materials.  

 

In ‘The Environment’ we will be: 

• Learning about climate change through a 

comparative test.  

• Exploring recycling and suggesting ways to reduce, 

reuse and recycle.  

Use the following websites to help your child secure 

their knowledge of these topics: 
Uses of everyday materials - Year 2 KS1 Science - BBC Bitesize 
BBC Earth | Home 

• Support your child to recognise the difference 

between an object and its material.  

• Discuss the uses of different materials, their 

properties and their suitability for different 

objects.  

• Discuss ecological challenges that face the world 

today.  

Talk about what you do as a family to live more 

sustainable lives. 

Key Vocabulary  

Uses of everyday materials –  
Materials, suitability, properties, squash, bend, twist, stretch, 

wood, glass, plastic, metal, paper, cardboard, fabric, rubber, 

waterproof, absorbent, transparent, opaque, hard, soft, strong, 

flexible, lightweight.  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zsrfvwx/year/z7s22sg
https://www.bbcearth.com/


• Investigating and answering questions about 

energy 

• Using research to answer questions about 

endangered animals.  

In both topics we will be: 

Reporting and presenting findings from enquiries with 

support. 

 

 

The Environment –  
Environment, climate, climate change, atmosphere, greenhouse gas, 

floods, droughts, storms, energy, power, renewable, endangered, 

extinct.  

 

History 

 

 

In the first half term we will explore the Great 

Fire of London. 

In this unit the children will investigate the 

following key questions: 

• How can we work out how the Great Fire 

started? 

• What happened during the Great Fire and how 

can we be sure? 

• Why did the fire burn down so many buildings? 

• Could more have be done to stop the fire? 

• How did people manage to love through the 

Great Fire? 

Key Vocabulary 

Bakery, St Pauls Cathedral, diary, firebreak, London, 

monuments, Samuel Pepys, Thomas Farriner, King Charles 

II, leather bucket, Tower of London, axe, water squirt, 

fire hook 



Geography 

 
Our first topic in Geography is ‘Map Makers’ 

In this unit we will be: 

 

• Using compass points to navigate around a map 

• Using aerial photographs 

• Using simple fieldwork skills to observe the 

school grounds and surrounding area 

• Devise a simple map, including creating a key, 

and human features 

• Identify human and physical features when you 

are out and about 

• Visit the library and look for books on the topic 

• Help your children to draw a map or their 

bedroom 

• Explore Google Maps together 

• Go on a walk and use a map and compass (most 

phones have this as an inbuilt app)  

Key Vocabulary 
Map, compass, North, South, East, West, direction, human 

features, physical features, map, key, symbol 

 

PE 

 

Our PE topics for the first half of the term will 

be: 

• Dance 

• Gymnastics  

Our PE topics for the second half of the term will 

be: 

• Invasion Games 

 

PE sessions will continue to be on Mondays and 

Wednesdays. Plain dark track-suit bottoms and a 

sweatshirt will also be needed whilst the weather is 

colder. 

Music 

 

In music, our topics will be: 

• I Wanna Play in a Band - rock 

• Friendship Song 

• Listen to rock songs at home  

• Listen to songs about friendship at home (e.g. You’ve 

got a Friend in Me by Randy Newman, Count on Me by 

Bruno Mars and We Go Together from the Grease 

soundtrack.) 

• Think about the rhythm and beat.  



• Discuss what you like/dislike about songs you listen 

to and why. 

• Identify musical instruments you can hear 

• Explore Yolanda's Band Jam on CBeebies iPlayer and 

radio 

Art 

 

In Art, our topic will be Sculpture and Mixed 

Media 

 

The children will create sculpture, pop art and 

learn how to draw facial features to portray 

different emotions, all through the topic of 

comic superheroes and with inspired by the 

works of Roy Lichtenstein. 
 

• Research Roy Lichtenstein and some of his works. 

• Discuss preferences and encourage children to talk 

about what they like/dislike. 

• You could visit a local or national art gallery 

Key Vocabulary 

 

Blend, cartoon, colour wash, dot matrix, illustrator, Pop 

Art, sculpture 

DT 

 

In DT, our topic will be Fairground Wheel 

The children will be: 

• Selecting a suitable linkage system to produce 

the desired motions. 

• Designing a wheel. 

• Selecting appropriate materials based on their 

properties. 

• Selecting materials according to their 

characteristics. 

• Following a design brief. 

• Evaluating different designs. 

• Testing and adapting a design. 

Notice moving parts, especially wheels. 

 

Key Vocabulary: 

Design, design criteria, wheel, Ferris wheel, pods, axle, 

axle holder, frame, mechanism 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/shows/yolandas-band-jam
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/shows/yolandas-band-jam


Computing Our topic in ICT are ‘ Online Safety’ and 

‘Spreadsheets’ 

 

In ‘Online Safety’ we will be: 

• Retrieving relevant, purposeful digital content 

using a search engine 

• Creating, naming, saving and retrieving content. 

• Developing an understanding of using email 

safely 

• Using a range of media in digital content 

including photos, text and sound. 

 

In ‘Spreadsheets’ we will be: 

 

• Organising data using a database. 

• Creating, naming, saving and retrieving content. 

• Using a range of media in digital content 

including photos, text and sound 

 

Use the following websites to support you and your child 

in understanding and practising online safety and healthy 

habits with technology. 

https://www.childnet.com/resources/smartie-the-

penguin/ 

https://www.internetmatters.org/resources/screen-

time-tips-to-support-5-7-year-olds/ 

 

Support your child in logging onto purple mash and 

exploring the tools and games available.  

In particular have a go at using 2Calculate and 2Email.  

 

 

Relationship & 

Health Education 

 

In RHE, our topics, ‘Emotional Well-Being the 

children will be: 

• Meeting presenters Jayden and Josie and 

fictional character Super Susie.  

• Understanding and articulating their own 

changing feelings and how other people’s 

feelings might differ from theirs.  

• Learning how they can manage their feelings 

and about the consequences of their actions. 

Key Vocabulary 
Internet, online safety, personal data, digital footprint, screen 

time, search, share, save, email, scroll, receive, respond, report.  

Data, spreadsheet. rows, columns, cells, save, edit, copy, paste, 

total. 

 

https://www.childnet.com/resources/smartie-the-penguin/
https://www.childnet.com/resources/smartie-the-penguin/
https://www.internetmatters.org/resources/screen-time-tips-to-support-5-7-year-olds/
https://www.internetmatters.org/resources/screen-time-tips-to-support-5-7-year-olds/

