
Year 2 Spring Term Curriculum - Parent Information 

 

Subject Learning at School Learning at Home 

English 
 

 

 

In English, we will looking at the following texts: 

• ‘Rapunzel’ by Bethan Woollvin 

• ‘Find Out! Shark’ by Sarah Fowler 

• ‘Last Stop on Market Street’ by Matt de la 

Pena 

 

We will be developing the following key skills: 

• Making comparisons between two texts. 

• Using knowledge of a text to draw inferences 

and justifying inferences with evidence.  

• Using past & present tenses correctly in 

speech and writing.  

• Choosing adjectives to create expanded noun 

phrases. 

• Using co-ordinating and subordinating 

conjunctions to expand sentences.  

• Gathering notes and sorting information from 

a non-fiction text. 

• Making own notes into complete sentences 

that is clear to the reader.  

• Using a range of punctuation to demarcate 

sentences. 

• Using knowledge of phonics and morphology to 

support accuracy with spelling. 

• To proofread and edit work for spelling, 

accuracy and sense. 

Please ensure your child reads for at least ten minutes 

each night. It would significantly benefit the children 

when reading at home to have lots of opportunities to 

answer questions about what they have read, to ensure 

they have understood it.  

Below are some ways to support your child as you listen 

to them read:  

• Encourage children to use their phonic knowledge 

to read new vocabulary; 

• Encourage your child to use expression; 

• Focus on the punctuation on each page, for 

example, exclamation marks. Ask: what are these 

for? What should you do when you see an 

exclamation mark when reading?  

• Discuss and ask questions about the different 

aspects of the story such as the plot, setting or 

how a character is feeling and why.  

Please record of all of their reading in their Reading 

Record book and sign it (this includes home books as 

well as school reading books).  

Support your child to learn and recap the weekly spelling 

rules and use dictionaries to check the meaning and 

spelling of unfamiliar words.  

Practise joined handwriting.  

Spelling Homework – sent home on Friday for an 

assessment the following Friday. 



 

Maths  

 

In Maths we will be covering the following areas: 

• Time 

• Statistics – amounts in block graphs, 

pictograms, tables and tally charts 

• Part whole understanding 

• Addition and subtraction including solving 

problems 

• Geometry – classifying and sorting 2D and 3D 

shapes and symmetry 

• Multiplication – including doubling and halving 

Below are some ways you can support your child’s 

learning at home: 

 

Help your child to tell the time – o’clock, half past, 

quarter to and quarter past.  Talk about time as you go 

through the day, looking at an analogue clock to help 

them see what the time looks like. 

 

If your child doesn’t already have a clock in their room, 

you may like to get one.  There are many that are child 

friendly, showing the breakdown of minutes and quarters 

on the clock face. 

 

You could use these websites: 

teaching clock 

time games 
 

Use tally charts to count and record items at home, or 

conduct a survey with family and friends (e.g. favourite 

ice cream flavour).  Can they talk about their results, 

comparing the difference e.g. 2 more people like 

chocolate ice cream than vanilla or the difference 

between the mint and strawberry is 3. 

 

Fluency of addition and subtraction facts to 10 and then 

20 is a vital skill.  This can be practised at home for 5 or 

10 minutes a day to keep the skills sharp.  Link 

knowledge of addition and subtraction facts to 10 to 

those up to 20.  E.g. If 10 – 2 = 8 then 20 – 2 = 18 

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/time/teaching-clock
https://www.education.com/games/time/


Hit the Button is a great game for lots of fluency skills 
 

Practise times tables daily.  Use Times table Rockstars, 

sing songs, play other online or practical games 

RE 

 

Our topic in RE is ‘Being A Sacramental People’ 

In this unit we will be: 

• Recognising how the Bible is a special book and 

discussing some of the stories in the Bible.  

• Recognising and naming some of the special books 

used in church and the people who use them.  

• Retelling some of the stories about Jesus. 

• Describing how the Gospels are used by the parish 

family.  

• Using religious words and phrases to describe the 

actions and symbols related to proclaiming the 

Gospel.  

 

• Share the Wednesday Word with your child (sent 

home by Parent Mail each week). 

• Talk about your own ideas and beliefs. 

• Help your child to feel God’s presence in their 

everyday life. 

Key Vocabulary 

Books, library, text book, reverence, respect, Scripture, 

lectern, Gospel, Bible, New Testament, Old Testament, 

genre, thurible, missal. 

 

Science 

 

 

Our topics in Science are ‘The growth and Survival 

of animals including humans’ and ‘Habitats’.  

 

In ‘The growth and Survival of animals including 

humans’ we will be: 

• Describing how humans and animals change as they 

grow.  

• Describe the basic needs of humans and animals.  

• Recognise and discuss healthy and unhealthy food.  

• Recognise why humans need to exercise. 

• Describe the importance for humans of hygiene.  

Use the following websites to help your child secure 

their knowledge of these topics: 
Healthier Families - Home - NHS (www.nhs.uk) 

Is it alive? - BBC Bitesize 

Habitats and the environment - KS1 Science - BBC Bitesize 

• Support your child to recognise if something is 

living, dead or never living.  

• Discuss the habitats of different animals and 

what their basic needs would be.  

• Talk about what our basic needs are and what we 

need to be healthy humans. Discuss healthy foods 

and the importance of physical activity.  

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button
https://www.nhs.uk/healthier-families/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z6882hv/articles/zs73r82
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zx882hv


 

In ‘Habitats’ we will be: 

• Recognising and identify what is living, dead or 

never living.  

• Observing and recording a variety of plants and 

animals in their habitats within the local 

environment. 

• Researching and comparing different world 

habitats.  

• Identifying how animals are suited to their 

habitats and how living things depend on each 

other.  

• Identifying and constructing food chains.   

In both topics we will be: 

Reporting and presenting findings from enquiries with 

support. 

Key Vocabulary  

The growth and Survival of animals including humans –  
Mammals, birds, reptiles, amphibians, baby, toddler, child, teenager, 

adult, elderly. Basic needs, survive, water, food, air, shelter, 

physical activity, heart, muscles, calories, clean, hygiene, germs 
 

Habitats –  
Life process, living, non-living, dead, never alive, movement, 

respiration, sensitivity, growth, reproduction, excretion, nutrition, 

habitat, conditions, survive, urban, woodland, pond, coast, coastal, 

minibeast, microhabitat, conditions, ocean, tropical rainforest, 

arctic, desert, adaptation, depend, food chain, consumer, producer, 

predator, prey, herbivore, carnivore, omnivore. 

 

Geography 

 

Our first topic in Geography is ‘Continents and 

Oceans of the World’ 

In this unit we will be: 

• Finding out about the seven continents 

• Learning about the oceans 

• Locating continents, countries, and oceans on 

maps 

• Learning about the varying climates around the 

world 

• Identifying human and physical features 

 

 

• Identify human and physical features when you 

are out and about 

• Visit the library and look for books on the topic 

• Help your children to draw a map or their 

bedroom 

• Explore Google Maps together 

• Go on a walk and use a map and compass (most 

phones have this as an inbuilt app)  

 

Bring in a photo of you on holiday.  Identify which 

continent you are on. 

 

 



In the second half of the term, we will explore 

‘Our Local Area’. 

In this unit we will be: 

• Identifying features of our school grounds and 

the surrounding area 

• Drawing simple maps of our classroom and the 

school grounds 

• Using a compass and the 4 simple points to 

explore direction (North, South, East, and 

West) 

• Identifying human and physical features 

 

Key Vocabulary 

Continents and Oceans – atlas, continents, ocean, world, 

climate, human features, physical features, weather, route 

 

Our Local Area – map, compass, North, South, East, West, 

direction, human features, physical features, map 
 

PE 

 

Our PE topics for the first half of the term will 

be: 

• Dance 

• Multi Skills 

Our PE topics for the second half of the term will 

be: 

• Invasion Games 

• Gymnastics 

PE sessions will continue to be on Mondays and 

Wednesdays. Plain dark track-suit bottoms and a 

sweatshirt will also be needed whilst the weather is 

colder. 

Music 

 

In music, our topics will be: 

• I Wanna Play in a Band - rock 

• Friendship Song 

• Listen to rock songs at home  

• Listen to songs about friendship at home (e.g. You’ve 

got a Friend in Me by Randy Newman, Count on Me by 

Bruno Mars and We Go Together from the Grease 

soundtrack.) 

• Think about the rhythm and beat.  

• Discuss what you like/dislike about songs you listen 

to and why. 

• Identify musical instruments you can hear 

• Explore Yolanda's Band Jam on CBeebies iPlayer and 

radio 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/shows/yolandas-band-jam
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/shows/yolandas-band-jam


Art 

 

In Art, our topic will be All About Artists 

The children will be: 

• Learning about the history of the artists 

• Looking at various pieces of artwork by each 

artist 

• Using their sketch books to try out different 

styles 

• Using paint to recreate similar works of art 

 

The artists are: 

Georgia O’Keefe, Joan Miro, Georges Seurat and 

Jackson Pollock 

• Research the artists and some of their works. 

• Discuss preferences and encourage children to talk 

about what they like/dislike. 

• You could visit a local or national art gallery 

Key Vocabulary 
Artist, abstract, pointillism, sculptor, sketch, detail, close-up, 

watercolour, symbols, paint. 

 

 

DT 

 

In DT, our topic will be Dips and Dippers. 

The children will be: 

• Tasting different dips 

• Exploring what ingredients are in different 

dips 

• Using simple food preparation tools  

• Designing and making their own dip 

• Evaluating their dip 

 

• Try a variety of dips at home.  Which do they 

like/dislike and why? 

• Include your child in meal preparation 

• Visit CBeebies online for great recipes and ideas 

Key Vocabulary: 
Dips, food groups, healthy, vegetable, tools, prepare, equipment 

 

Computing Our topic in ICT are ‘ Online Safety’ and 

‘Spreadsheets’ 

 

In ‘Online Safety’ we will be: 

• Retrieving relevant, purposeful digital content 

using a search engine 

• Creating, naming, saving and retrieving content. 

• Developing an understanding of using email 

safely 

Use the following websites to support you and your child 

in understanding and practising online safety and healthy 

habits with technology. 

https://www.childnet.com/resources/smartie-the-

penguin/ 

https://www.internetmatters.org/resources/screen-

time-tips-to-support-5-7-year-olds/ 

 

Support your child in logging onto purple mash and 

exploring the tools and games available.  

file:///C:/Users/User/Downloads/•%09https:/www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/watch/five-ways-to-make-food-fun-for-kids
https://www.childnet.com/resources/smartie-the-penguin/
https://www.childnet.com/resources/smartie-the-penguin/
https://www.internetmatters.org/resources/screen-time-tips-to-support-5-7-year-olds/
https://www.internetmatters.org/resources/screen-time-tips-to-support-5-7-year-olds/


• Using a range of media in digital content 

including photos, text and sound. 

 

In ‘Spreadsheets’ we will be: 

 

• Organising data using a database. 

• Creating, naming, saving and retrieving content. 

• Using a range of media in digital content 

including photos, text and sound 

 

In particular have a go at using 2Calculate and 2Email.  

 

 

Key Vocabulary 

Internet, online safety, personal data, digital footprint, 

screen time, search, share, save, email, scroll, receive, 

respond, report.  

Data, spreadsheet. rows, columns, cells, save, edit, copy, 

paste, total. 

Relationship & 

Health Education 

 

In RHE, our topics will be: 

• Emotional Well-Being 

• Life Cycles 

• Religious Understanding 

• Personal Relationships 

Discuss topics with your child and answer any questions 

they may have.  

 


