
Year 1 Spring Term Curriculum - Parent Information 

 

Subject Learning at School Learning at Home 

English 
 

 

 

In English, we will looking at the following 

texts: 

• The Midnight Fair by Gideon Sterer. 

• Here Comes Mr Postmouse by Marianne 

Dubuc (Narrative, letter writing). 

• Poetry- Poems on a theme-senses. 

Sensational Poems! inspired by the five 

senses. 

• The Last Noo Noo by Jill Murphy 

(Contemporary fiction) 

 

We will be developing the following key skills: 
• Developing spoken language, text engagement 

and writing stamina. 
• Using expressive language to create mood and 

atmosphere.  

• Using a variety of sentences structures, such 

as: single clause sentences and multi-clause 

sentences using basic conjunctions.  

• Using basic punctuation to demarcate 

sentences.  

• Introducing the use of the present and past 

tenses correctly and consistently.  

• Using knowledge of phonics to support 

accuracy with spelling. 

• Introducing proof-reading and editing writing. 

 

Please ensure your child reads for at least 10 minutes each night. 

It would significantly benefit the children when reading at home to 

have lots of opportunities to answer questions about what they 

have read, to ensure they have understood it.  

Below are some ways to support your child as you listen to them 

read:  

• Encourage children to use their phonic knowledge to read 

new vocabulary; 

• Encourage your child to use expression; 

• Focus on the punctuation on each page, for example, 

exclamation marks. Ask: what are these for? What should 

you do when you see an exclamation mark when reading?  

• Discuss and ask questions about the different aspects of 

the story such as the plot, setting or how a character is 

feeling and why.  

Please keep a record of all of your child’s reading in their Reading 

Record and write a short comment detailing how they have 

managed with the book/level (this can include home books as 

well as school reading books).  

Support your child to learn and recap the weekly spelling rules. 

Practise handwriting.  

Spelling Homework – sent home on Friday ready for an application 

activity on the following Friday.  

Your child will be choosing a book from the library on a Wednesday 

and Friday morning. This is a book for pleasure and it will be chosen 

by them. At times you may find that the book is a little too hard or 

easy but this is ok. The text is meant to be shared with yourselves 

and discussions about the book should be had. Please could you 

ensure that the library book is in your child’s book bag on a 



 Wednesday or Friday, as they will not be able to choose another if 

they cannot return their current one. 

Your child will continue to receive their guided reading book on a 

Friday after reading it in school. You will have it for the following 

week so that your child can read it to you and become fluent with 

the story. We will then swap it on the following Friday. 

Maths  

 

In Maths, we will be looking at the following 

topics… 
• Place value within 20. 

• Addition and Subtraction within 20. 

• Place value within 50. 

• Measurement-Length and Height. 

 

It is important that children see that they are not just adding two 

separate numbers or items, they are adding to what they already 

have. 

Ensure children do not include their start number when counting on. 

Children should represent addition and subtraction using concrete 

manipulatives or pictorially to begin with. Ten frames and number 

lines are particularly useful to model the structure of this 

strategy. 

Children will move towards using this as a mental strategy. 

• Use real life measuring skills with your children, for example 

in cooking, telling the time, measuring your height and 

counting/using money. 

• Increase fluency by playing games that involve mental 

arithmetic skills eg bingo, ludo, Snakes and Ladders. 

 

Key Vocabulary 
What number did you start with? Then what happened? Now what 

do I have? 

What does each number represent? What do the counters 

represent? 

 Our topics in RE are ‘Local Church..Community’ 

and ‘The Eucharist…Relating’ 

In these units we will include: 
Prior learning: how the parish family celebrates 

learning outcomes 

Know and understand: 

•  That there are special people in our lives who are there 

• Share the Wednesday Word with your child (sent home by 

Parent Mail each week). 

• Talk about your own ideas and beliefs. 

• Help your child to feel God’s presence in their everyday life. 

Key Vocabulary 



to help us – Explore 

•  That on Sunday, in church, we meet people who do 

special jobs as we gather to celebrate the 

Good News of Jesus – Reveal 

Acquire the skills of assimilation, celebration and 

application of the above – Respond 

Eucharist..... 

Prior learning: the joy of gathering together to celebrate 

at Mass 

This Topic: learning outcomes 

Know and understand: 

•  Families and groups share special meals – Explore 

•  Mass as Jesus’ special meal – Reveal 

Acquire the skills of assimilation, celebration and 

application of the above – Respond 

Special people, greeters, Sunday, holy, Jesus, Presentation, church, 

community, temple, altar servers, Extraordinary ministers, readers, 

choir, cleaners, priest, collectors, musicians. 

 
Eucharist.. 

Family, meal, Mass, share, blessing, bread, host, wine, altar, Last 

Supper, Holy Communion, Preparation of the Gifts, litany, chalice. 

Science 

 

 

Our topics in Science are ‘Animals including 

humans’ and ‘Seasons’ 

In ‘Animals Including Humans’ we will be: 
Looking at different types of habitat and the 

adaptation of different animals. We will then move on 

to explore the growth and survival of humans and 

animals.  

 

In ‘Seasons’ we will be: 

• Observing and describing how day length 

varies in the context of winter to spring.  

 

• Observing changes across the four seasons 

by looking at how trees and the clothes that 

we wear change from winter to spring. 

.In both topics we will be: 
• Understanding the World 

• Exploring, 

Use the following websites to help your child secure their 

knowledge of these topics: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z6882hv 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zkvv4wx 
Encourage your children to go outside, in their garden or local park, 

and use their senses to explore what is happening around them.  

Animal Groups…. Give your children pictures of animals and 

encourage them to identify the name of the animal and the group it 

belongs to. 

 

Key Vocabulary  

Animals Including Humans –  
common animals… fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds, mammals, pets, 

carnivores, meat, cat, dog, lion, tiger, fox, shark, killer whale, eagle, 

hawk, snake, herbivores, plants, cow, hamster, guinea pig, tortoise, 

omnivores, meat and plants, badger, human, bear, chickens, hear, 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z6882hv
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zkvv4wx


• Problem solving, 

• Observing 

• Predicting 

• Thinking 

• Making decisions 

neck, arms, elbows, legs, knees, face, ears, eyes, hair, mouth, 

teeth., 

Seasons -  
season spring summer autumn winter weather hot/ warm cool/ cold 

sun/ sunny cloud/ cloudy wind/ windy rain/ rainy snow/ snowing 

hail/ hailing sleet frost fog/ mist ice/ icy rainbow thunder lightning 

storm light/ dark day/ night 

History 

 

Our topic in History is ‘The First Flight’  

In this unit we will be discovering: 

• When the first aeroplane flight took place 

(key dates).  

• Who the Wright brothers were & what a 

huge achievement it was to succeed in 

creating the first flight.  

• How the Wright brothers changed flight 

and how this impacts on what we do today.  

• The history of flight – Amelia Earhart, 

Montgolfier brothers. 

Useful websites  

Early Flight Attempts-

https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=gNZktmjIfE 

Proud to be a pilot –  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clipsvideo/pilot/zdgtscw  

The Wright brothers- 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fZyZxDWjkZ0 

Key Vocabulary 

Aeroplane, pilot, glider, helicopter, hot air balloon, facts, 

timeline, dates. 

Geography 

 

Our topic in Geography is ‘Around the World’ 

In this unit we will be exploring: 

• The seven continents and their oceans. 

• Where the United Kingdom is in relation 

to these continents.  

• Have a look at maps and globes together and locate the 

continents and seas.  

• Talk about the weather and temperature.  

• Explore the cultures (Food, celebrations and clothing). 
 

Key Vocabulary 

United, Kingdom, Capital city, Town, Village, City, Country, 

Continent, Similarities , Differences, Human features, 

Physical features, Seasons, Weather 

City. 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clipsvideo/pilot/zdgtscw


PE 

 

Our PE topics for the first half of the term 

will be:  

• Dance 

• Gymnastics 

 

Our PE topics for the second half of the term 

will be: 
•  Invasion 

• Sending and receiving 

PE sessions will continue to be on Mondays and Fridays. Plain 

dark track-suit bottoms and a sweatshirt will also be needed 

whilst the weather is colder. 

Vocabulary: 

Dance-Counts, pose, level, slow, fast, balance. 

Gymnastics-Action, jump, roll, level, direction, speed, point, 

balance. 

Invasion-Defender, points, dribbling, attacker, score, 

partner. 

Sending and receiving-Aim, throw, roll, kick, catch safely, 

racket.  

Computing 

 

Our Computing topics for this term will be: 

• Lego builders - Following and Creating Simple 

instructions on the Computer. 

• Maze explorers - Create a simple algorithm 

and debugging their algorithm. 

• Animated story books – Creating an e-book 

and editing it using picture, sound, font and 

voice recording. 

• Coding – Designing and creating a simple 

programme using code blocks. 

 

 

Log in to Purple Mash using your log in details and have a go at 

the set 2dos.  

Explore 2code and programmes related to our topics. 
 

Key Vocabulary 

Lego builders - Instruction, algorithm, debug, computer, 

programme. 

Maze explorers – direction, travel, undo, rewind, arrow, debug, 

turn left/right/forwards/backwards, instruction, algorithm. 

Animated story books – animation, font, e-book, file, sound 

effect, display board. 

Coding – action, algorithm, background, code, command, event, 

execute, debug/debugging, input, instructions, object, properties, 

output, when clicked, run, sound, scale, scene.  



Art 

 

In Art, our topic will be ‘Formal Elements of 

Art’ 

The children will be: 

• Exploring colour in a variety of ways. 

• Using lines to create illusions within art 

pieces. 

• Learning to create abstract art. 

• Discuss preferences and encourage children to talk about 

what they like/dislike. 
 

Key Vocabulary 

Abstract, composition, shape, primary colours, secondary 

colours, optical illusions, op art, pop art, modern art, 

contemporary. 

DT 

 

In DT, our topic will be ‘Puppets..textiles’. 

The children will be: 

• Using a variety of techniques to create a 

puppet including cutting, gluing, stapling 

and pinning. 

 

• Discuss with your child their design, preferences and 

choices.  

• Encourage your child to be imaginative but think about 

the practicality of resources and ability to create a 

finished product. 

Key Vocabulary 

Decorate, design, fabric, glue, model, hand puppet, safety pin, 

stencil, technique, template.  

Relationship & 

Health 

Education 

 

In RHE, our topics will be: 
• Emotional Well-Being 

• Life Cycles 

• Religious Understanding  

 

• Continue to talk with your child about their day, how 

they are feeling and possible solutions to problems.  

• Encourage talking through activity and games. 

• Reading books together that explain emotional feelings 

and scenarios. 

 


