
St John’s Catholic Primary School                                             Geography 

‘Let the light of Christ shine in us’ 

Area ELG Knowledge and Skills Vocabulary Cultural Capital 

It’s good to be me!  People Culture and Communities 
 
Children at the expected level of development will:  
 

• Describe their immediate environment using knowledge 
from observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts, and 
maps;  

 

• Know some similarities and differences between different 
religious and cultural communities in this country, drawing 
on their experiences and what has been read in class;  

 

• Explain some similarities and differences between life in 
this country and life in other countries, drawing on 
knowledge from stories, non-fiction texts and – when 
appropriate – maps.  

 
The Natural World  
 
Children at the expected level of development will:  

• Explore the natural world around them, making 
observations and drawing pictures of animals and plants;  

 

• Know some similarities and differences between the 
natural world around them and contrasting environments, 
drawing on their experiences and what has been read in 
class;  

 

• Understand some important processes and changes in the 
natural world around them, including the seasons and 
changing states of matter. 

To be able to Follow simple directions. 
 
To know how to draw and create their own maps using 
real objects, and/or pictures and symbols. 
 
To know and understand symbols to spot features in 
the school grounds or in the local community. 
 
To name and locate different parts of the local 
community. 

Map 
Houses 
Shops 
Street 
Road 
Post Office 
Bakery 
Café 
Symbols 
Left 
Right 
Forward  
Backwards 

Visits to the local 
town 
 
Using and exploring 
both real maps and 
maps online (Google 
Maps) 

 
  

Celebrations To know and understand that there are different 
countries in the world. 
 
To begin to understand distance in relation to 
countries around the world.  
 

Countries 
Destination 
Culture 
Celebration 
 

Our World Around Us To know how to comment and ask questions about 
aspects of their familiar world such as the place where 
they live or the natural world.  
 
To know how to show care and concern for living 
things and the environment.  

Nature 
Environment 
Woodland 
Woods 
Fields 
Trees 
Living things 

People Who Help Us/Space N/A   



The Great Outdoors To know and understand the similarities between our 
local area and the seaside.  
 
To understand the differences between our local area 
and the seaside.  

Houses 
Beach 
Shops 
 
 

Growing N/A N/A 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 1  

Area National Curriculum Objectives Knowledge Vocabulary Skills Cultural Capital 
The UK 
 

Pupils should develop knowledge about the 
world, the United Kingdom and their locality. 
They should understand basic subject-
specific vocabulary relating to human and 
physical geography and begin to use 
geographical skills, including first-hand 
observation, to enhance their locational 
awareness. 
 
Pupils should be taught to:  
Locational knowledge  

• name and locate the world’s seven 
continents and five oceans  

• name, locate and identify 
characteristics of the four countries and 
capital cities of the United Kingdom and 
its surrounding seas  
 

Place knowledge  

• understand geographical similarities 
and differences through studying the 
human and physical geography of a 
small area of the United Kingdom, and 
of a small area in a contrasting non-
European country  
 

Human and physical geography  

• identify seasonal and daily weather 
patterns in the United Kingdom and the 
location of hot and cold areas of the 
world in relation to the Equator and the 
North and South Poles  

• use basic geographical vocabulary.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

• Know that the United 
Kingdom is made up of 
different countries. 
 

• Know there are lots of 
different countries in our 
world.  
 

• Know about the different 
seasons 

 

• Know and understand the 
local area and the 
differences in homes 
within the local area. 

 

• Know the different 
weathers that can be 
experienced in our 
surrounding areas. 
 

• Know some of the 
different physical/ human 
features within our 
surrounding area. 

 

• To know and compare the 
different physical/human 
features of a contrasting 
area within the UK.  

United 
Kingdom 
Capital city 
Government 
National England 
Wales 
Scotland 
Northern Ireland  
Town 
Village 
City 

Geographical skills and 
fieldwork  

• use world maps, atlases 
and globes to identify the 
United Kingdom and its 
countries, as well as the 
countries, continents and 
oceans studied. 
 

• use simple compass 
directions (North, South, 
East and West) and 
locational and directional 
language [for example, 
near and far; left and 
right], to describe the 
location of features and 
routes on a map 
Geography. 

 

• use aerial photographs 
and plan perspectives to 
recognise landmarks and 
basic human and physical 
features; devise a simple 
map; and use and 
construct basic symbols in 
a key 

 

• use simple fieldwork and 
observational skills to 
study the geography of 
their school and its 
grounds and the key 
human and physical 
features of its surrounding 
environment. 

 

Local area walks  
 

• Town 

• Woodlands 

• School Grounds 

• Surrounding areas of 
the school’s grounds 
 

Orienteering 
 
Local visits to local stores 
 
Visit to contrasting area.  
 
 
 
 

Castles 
 

Flat 
Houses 
Terrace 
Local area 
Town 

The Seaside Human features beach 
Cliff 
Coast 
Forest 
Hill 
Mountain sea 
ocean  
river 
soil 
vegetation season  
weather 
Physical features 
City 
Town 
village, factory  
farm 
house  
office 
port harbour 
shop 
 
 
 
 
 



Year 2  

Area National Curriculum Objectives Knowledge Vocabulary Skills Cultural Capital 
Continents 
and Oceans of 
the World 

Pupils should develop knowledge about the 
world, the United Kingdom and their locality. 
They should understand basic subject-
specific vocabulary relating to human and 
physical geography and begin to use 
geographical skills, including first-hand 
observation, to enhance their locational 
awareness. 
 
Pupils should be taught to:  
 
Locational knowledge  
 

• name and locate the world’s seven 
continents and five oceans  

• name, locate and identify 
characteristics of the four countries and 
capital cities of the United Kingdom and 
its surrounding seas  
 

Place knowledge  

• understand geographical similarities 
and differences through studying the 
human and physical geography of a 
small area of the United Kingdom, and 
of a small area in a contrasting non-
European country  
 

Human and physical geography  

• identify seasonal and daily weather 
patterns in the United Kingdom and the 
location of hot and cold areas of the 
world in relation to the Equator and the 
North and South Poles  

• use basic geographical vocabulary 

• Know, name and locate 
the seven different 
continents in the world.  

• Know, name and locate 
the five different oceans in 
the world.  

• Know and understand the 
different climates around 
the world.  

• Know and understand the 
difference between 
human and psychical 
geography.  

• Know and understand the 
different human and 
physical features within 
the local area 

• Know and understand the 
geographical similarities 
and differences between 
our local area and 
Jamaica.  

• Know the differences in 
seasonal weather and how 
these change around the 
world.  

Continents 
Countries 
Oceans 
 

Geographical skills and 
fieldwork  

• use world maps, atlases 
and globes to identify the 
United Kingdom and its 
countries, as well as the 
countries, continents and 
oceans studied. 
 

• use simple compass 
directions (North, South, 
East and West) and 
locational and directional 
language [for example, 
near and far; left and 
right], to describe the 
location of features and 
routes on a map 
Geography. 

 

• use aerial photographs 
and plan perspectives to 
recognise landmarks and 
basic human and physical 
features; devise a simple 
map; and use and 
construct basic symbols in 
a key 

 

• use simple fieldwork and 
observational skills to 
study the geography of 
their school and its 
grounds and the key 
human and physical 
features of its surrounding 
environment. 

 

Local area walks  
 
• Town 
• Woodlands 
• School Grounds 
• Surrounding areas of 
the school’s grounds 
 
Orienteering 
 
Local visits to local stores 
 
Use of Google Maps 
(technology) to support 
learning.  
 
 
 

Local Area 
Study 

Physical features 
City 
Town 
Village 
factory  
farm 
house  
office 
shop  
Human features beach 
Forest 
Hill 
ocean  
river 
soil 
vegetation season  
weather 
Seasonal Weathers – rain, wind, 
snow, sunshine 

Jamaica Similarities  
Differences 
Weather 
Climate 
Physical features 
Human features 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 

Year 3 

Area National Curriculum Objectives Knowledge Vocabulary Skills Cultural 
Capital 

Kasambya Key stage 2 
Pupils should extend their knowledge and understanding beyond 
the local area to include the United Kingdom and Europe, North 
and South America. This will include the location and 
characteristics of a range of the world’s most significant human 
and physical features. They should develop their use of 
geographical knowledge, understanding and skills to enhance their 
locational and place knowledge. 
Pupils should be taught to: 
Locational knowledge 
• locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on 

Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and 
South America, concentrating on their environmental 
regions, key physical and human characteristics, 
countries, and major cities 

• name and locate counties and cities of the United 
Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying 
human and physical characteristics, key topographical 
features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), 
and land-use patterns; and understand how some of 
these aspects have changed over time 

• identify the position and significance of latitude, 
longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern 
Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic 
and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and 
time zones (including day and night) 

• Place knowledge 

• understand geographical similarities and differences 
through the study of human and physical geography of a 
region of the United Kingdom, a region in a European 
country, and a region within North or South America 

Human and physical geography 

• describe and understand key aspects of: 

• physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes 
and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and 
earthquakes, and the water cycle 

• human geography, including: types of settlement and 
land use, economic activity including trade links, and the 
distribution of natural resources including energy, food, 
minerals and water 

Identify the significance 
of latitude, longitude, 
the Equator, Northern 
and Southern 
Hemisphere, the 
Tropics and Antarctic 
and Arctic circles. 
 
GMT is the main solar 
time at the Prime or 
Greenwich Meridian, 
the reference for every 
time zone in the world 

Time Zones 
Climate 
Weather 
Greenwich Meridian 
Latitude 
Longitude 
Northern Hemisphere 
Southern Hemisphere 
Tropics 
Antarctic 
Arctic Circles 
 

Geographical skills and fieldwork  

• Ask and respond to geographical 
questions, e.g. Describe the 
landscape. Why is it like this? How is it 
changing?  
 

• Analyse evidence and draw 
conclusions e.g. make comparisons 
between locations using aerial 
photos/pictures such as populations, 
temperatures etc.  
 

• Understand and use a widening range 
of geographical terms e.g. specific 
topic vocabulary – meander, 
floodplain, location, industry, 
transport, settlement, water cycle etc.  

 

• Make more detailed fieldwork 
sketches/diagrams  

 

• Use fieldwork instruments e.g. 
camera, rain gauge 

 

• Use and interpret maps, globes, 
atlases and digital/computer mapping 
to locate countries and key features.  

 

• Use four figure grid references  
 

• Use the 8 points of a compass make 
plans and maps using symbols and 
keys  

 

Visit to local 
area 
 
Use of ICT 
programmes 
to support 
greater 
understanding 
of the project.  

Our Local 

Area 

Understand the 
different human and 
physical geography 
within the local area.  

Rivers 
types of settlement and land 
use 
Different types of houses – 
Flats 
Houses 
Terrace 
Shops 
Factories 

Rivers and 

the Water 

Cycle 

Consider how water is 
distributed across the 
world and the impact 
water has on people’s 
lives. 
 
Identify seasonal and 
daily weather patterns 
in the rainforest 
locations of the world. 
 

Source 
Upper course/ Middle course 
Lower course 
Channel 
Tributaries 
Transportation 
Meander 
Mouth 
Precipitation 
Discharge 
Evaporation 
Transpiration 
Basin 
Current 
Dam 
Rapid 
Reservoir 

 



 

Year 4 

Area National Curriculum Objectives Knowledge Vocabulary Skills Cultural Capital 
Italy 

  

Key stage 2 
Pupils should extend their knowledge and understanding beyond 
the local area to include the United Kingdom and Europe, North 
and South America. This will include the location and 
characteristics of a range of the world’s most significant human 
and physical features. They should develop their use of 
geographical knowledge, understanding and skills to enhance 
their locational and place knowledge. 
Pupils should be taught to: 
Locational knowledge 
• locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on 

Europe (including the location of Russia) and North 
and South America, concentrating on their 
environmental regions, key physical and human 
characteristics, countries, and major cities 

• name and locate counties and cities of the United 
Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying 
human and physical characteristics, key topographical 
features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), 
and land-use patterns; and understand how some of 
these aspects have changed over time 

• identify the position and significance of latitude, 
longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern 
Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, 
Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich 
Meridian and time zones (including day and night) 

• Place knowledge 

• understand geographical similarities and differences 
through the study of human and physical geography of 
a region of the United Kingdom, a region in a European 
country, and a region within North or South America 

Human and physical geography 

• describe and understand key aspects of: 

• physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes 
and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and 
earthquakes, and the water cycle 

• human geography, including: types of settlement and 
land use, economic activity including trade links, and 
the distribution of natural resources including energy, 
food, minerals and water 

Understand geographical similarities and 
differences through human and physical 
geography. 
 
Understanding the climate zones and 
biomes that predominantly make up the 
location being studied. What is the link 
between climate zones and biomes? 
 
Understand the impact of climate zones on 
the animals and plant found in these two 
contrasting areas.  

port 
harbour 
factory 
office 
industry 
compass 
North West 
climate zone 
tropical 
environment 

Geographical skills and 
fieldwork  

• Understand and use a 
widening range of 
geographical terms e.g. 
specific topic vocabulary – 
contour, height, valley, 
erosion, deposition, 
transportation, headland 
etc.  
 

• Measure straight line 
distances using the 
appropriate scale.  
 

• Explore features on OS 
maps using 6 figure grid 
references. 
 

• Draw accurate maps with 
more complex keys.  
 

• Plan the steps and 
strategies for an enquiry.  
 

• Describe the journey of a 
river for source to sea. 

Use of Technology 
to study the areas 
covered in further 
depth.  
 
Local area study 
through visits.  
 
Talks and 
discussions from 
local people/ 
people from area 
of study to support 
knowledge and 
understanding.  Volcanoes 

and 

Earthquakes 

Describe and understand key aspects of 
volcanoes and earthquakes. Case study of 
volcano or earthquake and consider impact 
on humans. 
Understand links between physical and 
human features. 
Describe and identify how a place has 
changed. 
Understand how seismic activity can change 
a place. 
Understand that most mountains are 
formed from Earth's tectonic plates 
smashing together.  
Below the ground, Earth's crust is 
made up of multiple tectonic plates.  
 

Crater 
Faults 
Landslides 
Magma 
Magnitude 
Mantle 
Plate tectonics 
Richter scale 

Our Local 

Area 

Describe and explain population and 
migration and investigate sustainable cities 
after physical changes. 
 
Identify human and physical characteristics, 
key topographical features (including hills, 
mountains, coasts and rivers) and land use 
patterns. 
 
Human geography: types of settlement and 
land use, economic activity, including trade 
links, and distribution of natural resources, 
energy, food and minerals. 

settlement 
community 
landscape 
relief map 
political map 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 5 

Area National Curriculum Objectives Knowledge Vocabulary Skills Cultural Capital 
Mountains
  

Key stage 2 
Pupils should extend their knowledge and understanding 
beyond the local area to include the United Kingdom and 
Europe, North and South America. This will include the 
location and characteristics of a range of the world’s most 
significant human and physical features. They should 
develop their use of geographical knowledge, 
understanding and skills to enhance their locational and 
place knowledge. 
Pupils should be taught to: 
Locational knowledge 
• locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus 

on Europe (including the location of Russia) and 
North and South America, concentrating on their 
environmental regions, key physical and human 
characteristics, countries, and major cities 

• name and locate counties and cities of the United 
Kingdom, geographical regions and their 
identifying human and physical characteristics, 
key topographical features (including hills, 
mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use 
patterns; and understand how some of these 
aspects have changed over time 

• identify the position and significance of latitude, 
longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, 
Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and 
Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the 
Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones 
(including day and night) 

• Place knowledge 

• understand geographical similarities and 
differences through the study of human and 
physical geography of a region of the United 
Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a 
region within North or South America 

Human and physical geography 

• describe and understand key aspects of: 

• physical geography, including: climate zones, 
biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, 
volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle 

• human geography, including: types of settlement 
and land use, economic activity including trade 
links, and the distribution of natural resources 
including energy, food, minerals and water 

Describe and understand key aspects of 
mountains. 
Investigate climate on mountains and use 
different sources to understand an explorer’s 
experience. 
Speculate and hypothesis about what is found. 
Recognise dependent links and relationships in 
both human and physical geography. 
Justify own viewpoint or decision and use new 
information to adapt their own viewpoint. 

Altitude 
Crevasse 
Glacier 
Moraine 
Ravine 
Climate 
 

Geographical skills and 
fieldwork  

• Understand and use a 
widening range of 
geographical terms e.g. 
specific topic 
vocabulary (Many of 
these will be recapping 
prior knowledge)– 
climate zones, biomes 
and vegetation belts 
(Y3), rivers, mountains, 
volcanoes and 
earthquakes(Y4) and 
the water cycle(Y3) 
 

• Use maps, atlases, 
globes and 
digital/computer 
mapping (Google 
Earth) to locate 
countries and describe 
features studied  

 

• Use the eight points of 
a compass, four-figure 
grid references, 
symbols and key 
(including the use of 
Ordnance Survey 
maps) 

 

• Use maps, charts etc. 
to support decision 
making about the 
location of places e.g. 
new bypass. 
 

Visits to the local 
area 
 
Local people to 
deliver 
presentations to 
children. 
 
Letter writing to 
countries.  
 
Fairtrade links to be 
continued.  
 
 

Where does 
our stuff 
come from? 
Fair Trade 

Describe key aspects of human geography, such as 
economic activity and distribution of natural 
resources such as energy, food, minerals and water 
for a ‘Sustainable World’. 
Consider how their actions impact on their actions 
around the world and use this to ensure natural 
resources are shared. 
Human geography: the distribution of natural 
resources including energy, food, minerals, and 
water.  
Understand what is meant by the term ‘natural 
resource’ Explore ways in which natural resources 
can be classified . 
Understand the terms ‘renewable’ and non-
renewable’ in relation to the world’s natural 
resources  
Understand the meaning of distribution, in relation 
to natural resources. 
 

Energy 
Food 
Minerals 
Sustainable 
world 
Human 
Settlement 
Human 
Geography 
Distribution 
Natural 
resource 
Renewable 
Non-renewable 
 

Local Area 
Study 

Understand the human and physical geography 
within the area (Recap of Year 3) 
Know and use maps skills to further understand the 
impact 
Discover and engage with changes in physical and 
human geography over time/  

Bypass 
Woodland 
Human 
Geography 
Physical 
Geography 
 
 



 

Year 6 

Area National Curriculum Objectives Knowledge Vocabulary Skills Cultural 
Capital 

Americas and 
Mexico  

Key stage 2 
Pupils should extend their knowledge and understanding 
beyond the local area to include the United Kingdom and 
Europe, North and South America. This will include the location 
and characteristics of a range of the world’s most significant 
human and physical features. They should develop their use of 
geographical knowledge, understanding and skills to enhance 
their locational and place knowledge. 
Pupils should be taught to: 
Locational knowledge 
• locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on 

Europe (including the location of Russia) and North 
and South America, concentrating on their 
environmental regions, key physical and human 
characteristics, countries, and major cities 

• name and locate counties and cities of the United 
Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying 
human and physical characteristics, key topographical 
features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), 
and land-use patterns; and understand how some of 
these aspects have changed over time 

• identify the position and significance of latitude, 
longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern 
Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, 
Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich 
Meridian and time zones (including day and night) 

• Place knowledge 

• understand geographical similarities and differences 
through the study of human and physical geography of 
a region of the United Kingdom, a region in a 
European country, and a region within North or South 
America 

Human and physical geography 

• describe and understand key aspects of: 

• physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes 
and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and 
earthquakes, and the water cycle 

• human geography, including: types of settlement and 
land use, economic activity including trade links, and 
the distribution of natural resources including energy, 
food, minerals and water 

Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on North 
America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key 
physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities 
 
Understand geographical similarities and differences through 
the study of human and physical geography of a region in 
North America  
 
Describe and understand key aspects of physical geography, 
including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts.  
 
Describe and understand key aspects of human geography, 
including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity 
including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources 
including energy, food, minerals and water.  

Land use 
Settlements 
Human 
Geography 
urban 
rural 
land use 
congestion 
pollution 
migrate 
naturalised 
disperse 
indigenous 

Geographical skills 
and fieldwork  

• Use maps, 
atlases, globes 
and 
digital/computer 
mapping to 
locate countries 
and describe 
features studied.  
 

• Use the eight 
points of a 
compass, four 
and six-figure 
grid references, 
symbols and key 
(including the 
use of Ordnance 
Survey maps) to 
build his/her 
knowledge of 
the United 
Kingdom and the 
wider world  

 
 

• Use fieldwork to 
observe, 
measure, record 
and present the 
human and 
physical features 
in the local area 
using a range of 
methods, 
including sketch 
maps, plans and 
graphs, and 
digital 
technologies. 

Letter 
writing about 
Global 
warming 
  
Use of 
technology 
discover 
further 
knowledge 
on area 
studied.  
 
 

Local Area of 
Study 

Understand geographical similarities and differences through 
the study of human and physical geography of a region in the 
UK.  
 
Describe and understand key aspects of human geography, 
including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity 
including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources 
including energy, food, minerals and water. 

Latitude 
Climate 
Climate Zone 
Biome  
Flora 
Fauna 
Deciduous 
forest 
Boreal forest 
Savannah 
Desert 
Chaparral 
Grassland 
Tundra. 
Precipitation 
Polar 
Sub Polar 
Arid 

Global 
Warming and 
Climate 
Change 

Know and understand what climate change and global warming 
is.  
Understand the impact that global warming has had on our 
planet.  
Suggest how human activities can cause changes to 
environment and to the different views people hold. 
Describe and understand key aspects of climate zones, biomes 
and vegetation belts. 

sustainability 
natural 
disaster 
deforestation 
natural 
resources 
renewable 



Study distribution of major climate zones and conduct case 
studies of hot and cold deserts. 
Identify and discuss the different causes of extreme weather 
and the impact on physical and human geography. 
Link understanding to knowledge of Biomes and previous 
taught content throughout KS2.  

non-
renewable 

 

• Understand and 
use a widening 
range of 
geographical 
terms e.g. 
specific topic 
vocabulary – 
urban, rural, 
land, use, 
sustainability, 
tributary, trade 
links etc.  

  

 

 

 

 


